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INTRODUCTION 
The increase and rapid growth of juvenile de­
linquency is one reason for the contemporary wide­
spread interest in the problem,, The current interest 
in juvenile delinquency also stems from the fact that • 
many politicians, clergymen, and educators have come 
to appreciate and to exploit its value in the promo­
tion of their respective interest,, 
y The search for causes of delinquent behavior 
is beset by many difficulties, there appears to be no 
general consensus as to what actually causes delin­
quency or antisocial behavior, 
There is no royal road to an understanding of 
the problems of delinquency, its causes and treatment. 
Those who expect ready-made answers, simple formulas, 
and easy cliches may as well prepare themselves for 
disappointment. Our knowledge of human nature, par­
ticularly in its wayward expressions, is still meager 
and scanty despite notable progress in the fields of 
psychiatry, psychology, sociology, and social work 
during the past three decades. The best we can hope 
2 
for is to put together what information we have and pro­
ceed to plan and develop our policies in the basis of 
the best tested evidence available.. Let us, however, 
not be deluded by false hopes and false illusions ex­
pecting more than our limited knowledge for the present 
can provide. Those of us who come into contact with 
children (and who among us does not?) whether as parents, 
teachers, ministers, jurist, or police officials, fre­
quently feel themselves especially qualified to speak 
with considerable authority on the problems of youth. 
Nevertheless, during a period when constant 
"excursions and alarms" are being raised concerning the 
presumed rapid demoralization of our youth, it becomes 
important to exercise perhaps more than a reasonable 
restraint and to use only the tested knowledge that 
we have for the determination of intelligent public 
policy. In this field, possibly more than any other, 
we are exposed to the hysterical points of view which 
all too often have little basis in fact. We have too 
long been exposed to the rapid outcries of aroused ci­
tizens and officials, abetted by a sensational press, 
which do little more than to distort further a pic­
ture which is already widely out of focus. The shift­
ing of public attention from one stage to another, 
whether it be the schools., the home, television or the 
3 
comic books, may serve as a temporary basis for pent-
up feelings but it does not shed much light on the com­
plex and deeply rooted disturbances which actually lie 
at the base of American delinquency* 
The problems of youthful maladjustment and de­
linquency and largely a reflective phase of certain 
broad dislocations in the American social structure. 
In this field, since it concerns our youth, it behooves 
us, in Matthew Arnoldfs x^ords, "to see life clearly 
and to see it whole." As with the variety of other 
social disturbances that periodically appear on the 
American scene, we must recognize with Lawrence Frank 
that society, in effect, and not the individual him­
self, is the patient. Family life, in its profound 
effects in fashioning our young, serves as the vehicle 
through which these wider social tendencies are trans­
mitted. 
Few problems on the American scene cause so 
much concern and wide spread public interest as does 
the problem of youthful misbehavior and delinquency. 
The very fact of this wide spread public concern re­
flects the rapidly changing character of American life 
and the confusion such a change be-tokens in social, 
~~~1 ~ —— 
Lawrence A. Frank, "Society as a Patient," 
American Journal of Sociology. Vol. XLII, p. 335-44, 
cited by Block and Flynn, op, clt., p. 1. 
moral, and legal standards. The American people have 
"become increasingly restrive concerning the problems 
of their youth, but what the nature of their dissatis­
faction is, what has brought it about, what can be done 
about it, and how much they themselves are responsible 
for it, are questions the public is not quite so ready 
to face* 
Through an understanding of causes, society 
may perhaps come to deal preventively with delinquen­
cy; certainly treatment of the offender needs to be 
based upon an understanding of the casual factors that 
have produced him. 
Juvenile Delinquency as a field of Scientific Investi­
gation: 
The term delinquency is very old. The Romans 
used it to refer to failure, neglect of duty and aban­
donment of an agreement. 
When delinquency is preceded by juvenile it re­
fers to a major social problem involving a distinctive 
age group defined by law. In the United States juvenile 
delinquency, as such has been recognized only since 
I899. In that year the legislature of the state of 
Illinois enacted the first juvenile-court law. Until 
the Illinois legislature acted, all child offenders 
had technically been criminals. Prom 1899 on, many 
jurisdictions decided that all child offenders are to 
be considered delinquents. Others have decreed that 
juveniles may be looked upon as either criminals or de-
o 
linquents, depending upon the nature of their offenses. 
In the nineteenth century, and early in the 
twentiethj there took shape certain intellectual and re­
form movements that undeoubedly contributed to the 
conceptualization of juvenile delinquency. One was the 
middle class humanitarianism that Dicken8 s novels in­
spired by virtue of their vivid descriptions of the 
degrading conditions to which children in Elginsh asy­
lums were exposed. This led to the segregation of 
children from adults in detention and confinement dur­
ing the nineteenth century. Another influence dis­
tinguishing the child from older age groups was the 
rise of modern psychology, which stressed the influence 
of the early years of life on subsequent personality 
development. 
This, in essence, was the background out of 
which the concept of juvenile delinquency evolved in 
Illinois at the turn of the century.-^ 
2 — 
Milton L. Barron, The Juvenile in Delinquent 
Society. (New York: Alfred A. Knope, Inc., 1954J. 
pp. 11-12. 
3 
Barron, on. clt.. p. 15. 
6 
Like other social inventions, the new concept as ex­
pressed in the Illinois law was a combination of such 
already existing elements as institutional segregation, 
probation, and separate hearings. But apart from this 
integrative aspect the law was unique in that it cen­
tralized several earlier elements at the juvenile level 
and created the status of juvenile delinquency as some­
thing quite different from crime, to be treated as 
doctors treat disease. 
In the last decade many changes have been made 
in our juvenile courts in comparison with our earlier 
court practices. Many states vary in their definition 
of a juvenile delinquent and also in their method of 
apprehension. 
The concept of a child is a cultural definition, 
varying from society to society and from age to age. 
Although most states do not indicate the minimum age 
at which a young person shall be considered a juvenile, 
it has become customary in most jurisdictions, and 
stipulated by statute in others, to consider seven years 
as the lower limit for juvenile court handling. This 
is an outgrowth of the common law conception in which 
a child below this age is held incapable of responsi­
ble intent in the commission of a felony. The upper 
age limits are extremely variable and are further 
7 
confused by numerous differences in the statutory 
handling of age groups on the basis of sex differences 
and other considerations * Many states, for example, 
provide a higher age limit for girls than for boys® 
In addition, many municipalities have set down a broader 
definition of juvenile than the state courts. 
At the present time most of our jurisdictions 
(twenty-seven states, Alaska, Hawaii, and the District 
of Columbia) have established eighteen years as the 
upper age limit for legal consideration as a juvenile; 
six states (Delaware, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, and Kentticky) with some variations hold a 
person to be a juvenile up to the age of seventeen; 
and nine other jurisdictions (Connecticut, Georgia, 
Maryland, New York, North Carolina, Utah, Vermont, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands) consider a person 
an adult when he is sixteen or older. The federal 
government, in its own statutes, has set eighteen as 
the upper age limit for the handling of juveniles 
Definition of Juvenile Delinquency: 
Juvenile delinquency refers to a major social 
problem involving a distinctive group defined by law. 
4 — '—— 
Sol Ruben, "The Legal Character of Juvenile 
Delinquency," The Annals of American Academy. Vol. 
XXX, (July, 1951), pp. 103-10?. 
8 
Tappan^ defines delinquency as any act, course of con­
duct, or situation which might be brought before a 
court and adjudicated whether in fact it comes to be 
treated there or by some other resource or indeed re­
mains untreated. 
Definitions of a Juvenile Delinquent: 
The laws generally agree in defining a delin­
quent child as one who is over seven years of age and 
under sixteen to under twenty-one years of age, and 
who (a) violates any law of the state or commits any 
act that if committed by a person above this age group 
would be an offense punishable other than by death or 
life imprisonment; or who (b) is habitually truant 
from schoolj incorribible, ungovernable, habitually 
disobedient and beyond the control of his parents or 
c 
other persons in custodial charge of him® 
7 Reckless defines a juvenile delinquent as a 
child who has violated a law or moral code and has 
been caught and brought into court, and the non-delinquent 
3 . 
Paul W. Tappan, Juvenile Delinquency. (New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 19^9), p. 30. 
6 
Barron, op. olt., pe 22e 
7 
Walter C. Reckless, The Etiology of Delinquent 
and Criminal Behavior. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 19^8), 
p. 13* 
9 
child is one who either is not taken to court if found 
out or is never found out® 
O 
Burt states that, a child is to be regarded as 
technically delinquent when his antisocial tendencies 
appear so grave that he becomes or ought to become the 
subject of official action,, 
Tappan^ defines a juvenile delinquent as a per­
son who has been adjudicated as such by a court of 
proper jurisdiction though he may be no different up 
•until the time of court contact and adjudication at any 
rate, from masses of children who are not delinquent. 
Porterfield^® defines a juvenile delinquent as 
a child in trouble, whose home has failed him. 
—g ___ — 
Tappan, op, oit,. p. 31. 
9 
Cyril Burt, The Young Delinquent. (New York: 
D. Apple ton and Co., 1948)", pp. 13-14. 
10 
Austin L. Porterfield, Youth in Trouble. (Fort 
Worth: Leo Potishman Foundation, 1946), p. 12. 
CHAPTER II 
APPROACHES TO THE ETIOLOGY OF 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
There are two general types of approach utilized 
in the causal analysis of delinquency. One, given va­
rious labels such as individual, internal, or consti­
tutional approach constitutes those efforts which seek 
causation in the organism and personality of the child;"5""1" 
this approach has been developed by two different 
schools of thought, the Biological school and the Psy­
chological school. 
The second school of thought called the environ­
mental, external, or situational approach, covers the 
theories that seek causation in the geographical, human 
12 and manmade world confronting the child. This approach 
is represented by the Sociological school of thought 
which contends, that a child may become delinquent as 
a result of the social patterns to which he is exposed. 
11"" ~~ — 
Barron, op. cit., p. 90. 
12 
Ibid., p. 90. 
11 
The Biological School: 
The Biological school of thought assumes that 
delinquency is an inherited biological trait. One in­
herits certain physical bodily traits which lead to 
delinquent behavior. 
Probably the best known of the early scientist 
in the crimino-biological field was Cesare Lombroso, 
an Italian criminologist. Lombroso1s thesis was that 
the typical criminal can be identified by certain defi­
nite physical characteristics or stigmata, such as a 
slanting forehead, long ear lobes or none at all, a 
large jaw with no chin, heavy supra-orbital ridges, 
either excessive hairiness of the body or an abnormal 
absence of hair, and an extreme sensitivity or non-
13 sensitivity to pain. While Lombroso served as an 
army physician in his younger days he made some of the 
observations that later gave rise to a theory of cri­
minal causation which was to make him famous. He first 
noted that the troublesome soldiers tended to be atypi­
cal in their physical characteristics, whereas those 
who were orderly and predictable in their behavior usual­
ly did not possess any outstanding physical peculari-
ties. He noticed, for example, that many soldiers 
13 ~ ~ — — -
Lindesmith and Levins, "The Lombrosian Myth in 
Criminology," American Journal of Sociology. (March, 1937), 
pp. 653-671. 
12 
practiced tattooing on arms, chest and other parts of 
the body; that the tattooing on the hardened or trouble­
some soldiers was often coarse and indecent, and that 
the more harmless and simple pictures were on the bodies 
of the sober and dependable soldiers. From this obser­
vation he concluded that the pictures one makes on his 
Ik 
body might be an indication of his nature, 
Lombroso did not stop with his discovery of a 
criminal type. He called this born criminal morally in­
sane. He observed that many of his born criminals \?ere 
epileptic or epileptoid, with the disease latent and 
merely awaiting to become active under certain condi­
tions. Lombroso®s classification of criminals included 
the following: (1) the born criminal; (2) the insane; 
(3) the criminal by passion, including the political 
crank; (^-) the occasional criminal, with three sub­
types: (a) pseudo-criminal who are not dangerous, and 
whose acts might be those in defense of honor, for mere 
subsistence, or committed under other unusual circum­
stances, though still held as crimes by law; (b) habitual 
criminals conditioned to crime by unfavorable environmen­
tal circumstances, though free from criminal taint; and 
(c) the criminaloid, between the born criminal and the 
14, " — 
Lindsmith and Lewis, op. oit., p. 660. 
13 
honest man, and showing upon examination a touch of de­
generacy.^ 
The more or less general acceptance of Lombro-
so's theory of criminal causation and the reputation 
he had achieved, due to his daring break with the past, 
gave rise to the Italian School of Criminology. 
Lombroso's greatest contribution regarding scien­
tific methods of criminology was to focus the attention 
of the world to studying the personality of the crimi­
nal. Modern day scholars contend that Lombroso's theory 
of the born criminal type is unscientific and invaluable. 
Criminals are made and not born. 
1 Earnest A. Hooton, a distinguished anthropo­
logist of Harvard University, made a twelve year study 
demonstrating the connection between criminality and 
physical type. The object of this research was to as­
certain whether criminals differ from law abiding citi­
zens of the same race, nationality, and economic status. 
Hooton claimed he found a reliable difference between 
types of offenders in physical measurements, morpholo­
gical traits (mainly inspectional), and types of body 
""" 13 ~ ~ " — 
Ibid., p. 665. 
16 
Arnest Hooton, The American Criminal: An An­
thropological Study, (Cambridge. Massachusetts: Harvard 
University Press, 1939), pp. 304-308. 
14 
builds; differences not due to chance, age change, per­
sonal equation of field investigators, and selective 
composition of the individual state prisons® 
Hooton's"*"? study is based on measurements of 
13,873 male convicts in ten states, and of 3„203 per­
sons including patrons of a bathing beach in Massachu­
setts, fireman in Nashville, members of a militia com­
pany, and a few out patients of a hospital® When com­
parisons of criminals were made with the civil popula­
tion of two states, differences in physical and morpho­
logical traits appeared also® 
His conclusion was that criminals represent a 
biologically as well as sociologically inferior aggre­
gate although there is no more unity of type in crimi­
nals than there is in the civil population. From this 
conclusion he proceeded to other extended and expanded 
ones: It is from the physically inferior element of 
the population that the native born American criminals 
originate; physical inferiority is of hereditary origin 
and inferior stock gravitates to inferior environments; 
the worst or weakest yield to social stresses® Finally, 
he expanded the previous sequential conclusions to con­
clude that criminality is the impact of bad environ­
ment on low grade human organisms® 
Hooton, op® olt®, p® 309c 
15 
There are many criticisms of Hooton{s conclu­
sions : 
1 © The author has drawn his conclusions from 
criminals in prisons, an inadequate sampling 
of all criminals, because they are only 
those inept enough to be convicted and sent 
to prison. Beside the prison population, 
there are thousands of criminals on proba­
tion and even a larger number who escape 
arrest completely* 
2* He argues that physical inferiority is in­
herited, but gives little definite evidence 
on this. Some traits may be definitely in­
herited, but it is common knowledge that 
many of them are acquired through poor nou­
rishment and other factors within the en­
vironment * 
Most of the reviews of Hooton's work are dis­
tinctly unfavorable in their evaluation of it as a 
scientific contribution, though most of the reviewers 
praise it for the interesting and witty style that en­
deared it to the general public which, by the way, was 
gratified to find in the book an apparent justification 
for its own deep-seated prejudice against the crimi­
nal* 
16 
Professor William H. Sheldon,18 in his study. 
The Varieties of Human Physique contends that all per­
sons may be roughly grouped into three categories by 
which their personalities as well as potentialities can 
be predicted. These three groups are: (1) endomorphic, 
involving a soft roundness throughout the various re­
gions of the body, short tapering limbs, small bones, 
soft smooth velvety skin; (2) mesomorphic, with relative 
predominance of muscle, bone and connective tissue, 
trunk large and well muscled, heavy chest, wrists and 
hands; (3) ectomorphic, characterized by linearity, 
fragility and delicacy of body, small, face, sharp 
nose, fine hair® 
Sheldon considers the glands less important 
than the physique in affecting behavior: 
The question of the relation of endocrine secre­
tions to the development of the body is one in 
whose service much research has been sacrificed. 
Actually, we know little about the problem, and 
a principal reason for our present confusion is 
that all the work that has been done, however, 
careful and accurate it may be on the side of 
chemical analysis, has been extremely superficial 
and pointless as regards constitutional classifi­
cation. Glands probably determine personality only 
in the same sense that the long bones and the 
short ones, and the gut and the muscles and the 
skin, and the rest of the structures of the body 
determine personality. It seems a more reasonable 
hypothesis that the physique as a whole consists 
— —  —  
W. H. Sheldon, S. S. Stevens and V/. B. Tucker, 
The Varieties of Human Physique. (New York: Harper, 194o), 
p. 230. 
17 
of a patterned organisation of elemental components 
which all together produce the observed aspects of 
the individual personality.19 
In a study of 500 delinquents and 500 non-de~ 
linquents made by the Gluecks a number of signifi­
cant findings were disclosed in comparing physiques of 
the group studies. First, as a group the law-violating 
boys have sturdier bodies than the law-abiding ones. 
Secondly, their body structure is more harmonious. 
Thirdly, they are somewhat more masculine. Most im­
portant , if we reflect on the findings regarding bodily 
indices and physique types we are forced to the strik­
ing conclusion that the majority of persistent juvenile 
delinquents are typically of the mesomorphic, muscular, 
well-knit athletic type. 
Thus, when tracing the evolution of personality 
and the root tendencies to antisocial or socially accep­
table behavior, one must take into account constitu­
tional endowment along with the early influences sur­
rounding the child in home, school and neighborhood. 
Finally, the relationship of body types to motivations, 
attitudes, and behavior tendencies has not been 
T9 " 
Sheldon, Stevens and Tucker, op. cit., p. 232. 
20 
Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, Delinauents in the 
Making, (New York: Commonwealth Fund, 1950J, pp. 102-
18 
clarified. The fact that a boy has an essentially 
mesomorphic constitution seems very remote from the 
fact that he is a persistent delinquent,, 
Criticisms of the Biological School of Thought; 
According to Tappan^ criminality is not an in­
herited tendency of itself, but the biological make up 
of the organism subjected to environmental factors. 
The extent to which constitutional factors generally, 
and hereditary ones in particular, may influence psycho­
logical abnormalices and the way in which these fac­
tors function as causes are still problems open to 
much dispute and investigation. 
22 Teeters and Heineman, sum up the Biological 
approach in the following manner: it represents an at­
tempt to investigate the criminal personality as a 
whole; it focuses attention upon the reciprocal in­
fluence and interplay of organic constitution and en­
vironment. 
21 __ 
Tappan, op. cit.. p. 120. 
22 
Negley Teeters and John 0. Eeineman, The 
Challenge of Delinquency. (New York: Harper, Inc., 
1950), p. 106. * 
19 
Psychological School: 
The psychological school of thought contends 
that the child becomes delinquent because of some mal­
adjustment, frustration or emotional insecurity. It 
is the desire to compensate for these insecurities that 
tends to lead to delinquent behavior. The individual 
possesses dynamic drives that must find expression in 
some manner. He is confronted by other individuals who 
also wish to find expression: there inevitably arise 
conflict situations. Thus, in this conflict, we see the 
balked individual manifesting types of behavior which 
society calls abnormal or delinquent. Delinquent be­
havior, then is in part symptomatic of the needs of in­
dividuals which have been frustrated by their culture. 
Among the first psychiatrists to become widely 
quoted in the field of crime and delinquency was Dr. 
Bernard Glueck. In 1918 he estimated that some 59 per 
cent of the criminals at Sing Sing were deviates from 
the assumed normal. At that time he warned against too 
great expectations for psychiatry in relation to crime 
The criminal act, in every instance, is the resul­
tant of the interaction between a particularly 
constituted personality and a particular environ­
ment. Because 50 per cent of the total number of 
cases examined were classifiable in psychopathological 
23 ™ 
Bernard Glueck, "Concerning PrisonersMental 
Hygiene. Vol. II, (Kay, 1918), p. 96. 
20 
terms, it does not at all mean that those were 
predestined to crime 
In the study, Unraveling Juvenile Delinquency 
by the Gluecks, a matched study of 500 delinquent boys 
and 500 non-delinquents, the following factors were dis­
closed: 
On the whole, the delinquents are more extro­
verted, vlcacious, implusive, and less self-controlled 
than the non-delinquents * They are more hostile, re­
sentful, defiant, suspicious, and destructive. They 
are less fearful of failure or defeat than the non-de­
linquents. They are less concerned about meeting con­
ventional expectations, and are more ambivalent toward 
or far less submissive to authority.2 
At the same time, the delinquents are far less 
submissive to authority; they suffer far less than the 
non-delinquents from fear of failure and defeat; they 
are considerably less cooperative with and dependent 
upon others, and markedly less conventional in their 
ideas, feelings and behavior; they are also noticeably 
24- " ' ™"~~~ - " ~ 
Ibid., p. 96® 
25 
Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, Unraveling Ju­
venile Delinquency. (New York: The Commonwealth Fund, 
1936}, p. 215. 
21 
less masoohistlc and. self controlled. Q 
The psychiatric examination has revealed that 
twice as many delinquents as non-delinquents evidence 
conflicts resulting from all sorts of environmental 
stresses. This would seem to indicate that marked men­
tal conflicts are not necessary confined to psychoneu­
rotics. 
It appears, however, that the traits which high­
ly characterize both delinquents and non-delinquents 
are more attributed to the process of environmental, 
cultural conditioning than they are to constitutional 
roots, since they are markedly present in both groups 
despite the indifferences in the constitutional make up 
of the boys. 
By comparing the case data of a small group of 
delinquent children with their non-delinquent siblings, 
27 
Healy indicated that the non-delinquents were better 
able to find substitute satisfaction in acceptable 
channels than were the delinquents. The delinquents 
were less able to maintain satisfying relationships 
under adverse conditions of family life; they were more 
26 • _— — 
Ibid., p. 215. 
27 
William Healy and Augusta Bronner, New Light 
on Delinquency and its Treatment. (New Haven: Zale 
University, 1936), pp. 3-11. 
22 
lacking in restraining social ties and ideals; feel­
ings about wrongfulness of behavior were not strong 
enough to check delinquency. Ninety-one per cent of 
the delinquents and only 13 per cent of the non-delin­
quents were found to have profound emotional distur­
bances. The delinquents were therefore, characteris­
tically more distressed and disturbed than were the 
non-delinquents, a condition which provides the under­
current motive power for seeking substitute satisfac­
tion of wishes in channels that lead to delinquency. 
28 Merrill, in her study of Juvenile court ca­
ses says, the delinquent act had for the child a certain 
dramatic quality that highlights the emotional ten­
sions and stresses of which the act is the resultant. 
In understanding the delinquent child the delinquent 
act is important only as an indication of a conflict, 
a symptom of maladjustment, but has often been the cen­
ter of because of the vital social consequences of de­
linquency and crime both for the individual and society. 
The major thesis of her work is, that the be­
havior of delinquent children is understandable only 
in terms of the needs of the individual child and his 
opportunities or lack of opportunities for satisfying 
2B ' _ ~— ——— 
Maud A. Merrill, Problems of Child Dellnauen-
cjr, (Boston: Houghton-Mifflin and Co., 19^?), pp. 1-9. 
23 
those needs. 
In conclusion, Merrill2^ found that children1s 
ways of reaction to frustration and conflict are much 
the same whether they are delinquent or non-delinquent, 
"but the delinquent is more likely to be a specialist in 
his selection of ways of solving his conflicts. 
According to W. I. Thomasindividuals get 
implicated in delinquent behavior as a means of getting 
their wishes satisfied. They may turn to delinquency 
as a means of compensation when satisfaction of wishes 
are blocked in ordinary channels. Failure to get the 
wishes satisfied causes unrest. Specific wishes of the 
same class or type can have quite varied moral qualities. 
Expression of wishes is influenced by the regulation 
and controls of society; therefore, they commit these 
delinquent acts. 
Sociological School: 
The sociological school of thought contends that, 
delinquency is learned behavior, not because of psycho­
logical and personality maladjustments but because it 
is a part of the culture and is commonly done. 
— 29— " 
Merrill, on. oit.. p. 319. 
3° 
W. I. Thomas, The Unadjusted Girl. (Bostoni 
Little Brown and Co., 19̂ 3), p. 69". 
2k 
Sutherland, in his theory of differential asso­
ciation states that, "a person becomes delinquent because 
of an excess of definitions favorable to violation of 
law over definitions unfavorable to violation of law."^1 
The principle of differential association refers to 
both criminal and anti-criminal association and has to 
do with counteracting forces. When persons become cri­
minal, they do so because of contacts with criminal 
patterns. 
The validity of Sutherland's theory is shown by 
Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay, in their book, Brothers 
in Crime, which presented a study of social background 
factors and delinquent careers of five brothers. These 
brothers were the children of foreign-born parents. 
Their cases were published to suggest the relationship 
between delinquency and the culture conflicts which 
often confront the immigrant family in the physically 
deteriorated and socially disorganized communities in 
large American cities. 
Their analysis is based upon three assumptions, 
namely, (1) that the brothers were not different from 
large numbers of persons in convential society in respect 
to intelligence, physical condition, and personality 
~~3T ————— 
Edwin H. Sutherland, Principles of Criminology. 
(New York: Lippincott, Inc., 1^7), pp. 3-9. 
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traits; (2) that their careers in delinquency, from the 
first simple acts of stealing to more serious crimes 
which occurred in later years, represented a gradual, 
progressive process of informal training, education, 
habituation, and sophistication in the practice of steal­
ing; and (3) that their induction into the practice of 
stealing, the formation of their habits of theft, their 
knowledge and utilization of criminal techniques, and 
their sustained interest in stealing during a period of 
from twelve to twenty years were products of the varied 
influences exerted by many delinquents, groups, and in­
stitutions with which the brothers had personal con­
tact^2 
The delinquent careers of the brothers had their 
origin in the delinquent practices of the play groups 
and gangs with which they became associated at the time 
they began to participate in the play activities of the 
children in the community. The first act of stealing 
of each of the brothers was of a group experience in 
which other boys, who were already delinquent, were im­
plicated. 
Closely related to Sutherland's theory is Carr's 
concept of deviation pressures. 
— 32 — — 
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The concept of deviation pressures as defined 
"by Carr is the following: "Any condition or situation 
that tends to block emotional satisfaction or to turn 
adjustment in an antisocial direction, 
He cites six deviation pressures that deserve 
special attention; they are as follows: (1) deviant 
homes; (2) culture-conflict areas; (3) substandard areas; 
(4) delinquency-tradition areas; (5) the street trades, 
and domestic service, (6) and certain forms of commer­
cialized recreation, 
DEVIANT HOMES 
Every culture produces certain norms for home 
life. In the United States the so-cal'led normal home 
may tentatively be said to be characterized by seven 
fairly definite criteria: (1) structural completeness, 
(2) racial homogeneity, (3) economic security, (^) cul­
tural conformity, (5) moral conformity, (6) physical 
and psychological normality, (7) and functional ade­
quacy.^ 
3 3 7  — — ~ — — —  
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Structural completeness means the presence of 
both natural parents in the home* Racial homogeneity, 
or identity of race (color) on the part of husband, 
wife, and children is a cultural norm for American homes. 
Departure from that norm invariably creates deviation 
pressures which affect behavior. 
Economic security is the reasonable stability of 
income adequate to maintain health, working efficiency, 
and morale. About 33 to 50 per cent of American fami­
lies enjoy such security. The fact that from 66 to 50 
per cent do not, and that possibly one-third or more 
are in actual poverty, is a serious weakness in the 
American social system and a definite deviation pressure 
for millions of children reared under such conditions. 
Cultural conformity means that the parents speak 
the same language, eat the same foods, observe the same 
customs, have about the same number of children, had 
hold substantially the same attitudes as the social 
world to which their children are exposed. 
Moral conformity is conformity to the mores of 
the child's social world immediately about the home, con­
formity to the mores of the neighborhood. 
Physical and psychological normality. Certainly 
a home that contains a chronic invalid or a feeble­
minded person or a paranoid personality would hardly be 
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called normal. Such a home would exert a definite de­
viation pressure on the behavior of the child. 
Functional adequacy refers to the fact that the 
people in a normal home carry on the process of inter­
action among themselves with a minimum of friction and 
a minimum of emotional frustration. 
In a functionally adequate home there is a mini­
mum of parental rejection; a minimum of sibling rivalry; 
a minimum of Inculcation of inferiority, escape from 
reality, self-pity, or any of the other attitudes that 
cripple and thwart the growing personality. A function­
ally adequate home encourages growth, confidence, frank­
ness, respect for personality, ability to face reality. 
In short, a functionally adequate home is an emotionally 
healthy home. 
One study showing the influence of the home is 
Shaw and McKaySs-^ study of the broken home. In their 
study the percentages of broken homes among male delin­
quents were compared with the percentages of broken homes 
among male school children in several different areas in 
Chicago. An area by area comparison showed only a slight 
correlation between rate of juvenile delinquency and per­
centage of broken homes. The ratio of the percentage of 
— 
Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay, "Social Factors 
in Juvenile Delinquency," Eeport on the causes of Crime, 
Washington, D. C., National Commission on Law Observance 
and Enforcement. (August, 1931), No. 13, Vol. II, pp. 216-
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broken homes among delinquents to that among school 
children was found to be 1.18 to 1. This ratio was much 
higher in the young ages than in the older ages of court 
jurisdiction. The ratio also varied greatly by race and 
nationality. They concluded that it was not so much the 
formal break in the home which xvas related to delinquen­
cy as it was the internal conflict and discord in the 
family. 
Weeks36 discovered that the incidence of broken 
homes among juvenile delinquents varied by types of 
cases. Broken homes were associated more frequently 
with cases charged with un-governability, running away, 
and truancy, and less frequently with cases charged 
with property offenses, traffic violations, and misde­
meanors. The former kinds of offenses are those in 
which girls are more often involved; the latter boys. 
The former are cases more frequently referred to court 
by parents, relatives, neighbors, and school; the lat-
ter, by police. Consequently, the proportion of broken 
homes varies by sex, offense, and source of referral to 
court. 
The Gluecks in their evaluation of a thousand 
cases of juvenile delinquency found that the broken 
—̂  — - -
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Hates by Type of Delinquency/' American Sociological 
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home or "poorly supervised home" looms large. They state 
that delinquents come largely from homes which were for 
one reason or another broken or distorted. There can be 
no doubt that these boys had an unwholesome life. Even 
the possibility that non-delinquents have so high an in­
cidence of inadequate homes would not make it less neces­
sary to take into account the home background in deve-
37 loping any treatment program for delinquents.-'1 
Regardless of the fact that one cannot be too 
sure of the extent of the influences of the broken or 
inadequate home on delinquency, one can scarcely escape 
the conclusion that a child is entitled to a healthy 
home life or its equivalent in terms of socially recog­
nised services. 
The structure of the boyEs gang and the stages 
through which its individual members pass in becoming 
welded into a closely knit and well-integrated group 
have been carefully described by Thrasher^ in his stu­
dy of 1,313 boys8 gangs. Although in deficient and 
unwholesome environments these associations assume a 
form that may prove dangerous to the boy and the community, 
37~ ~ 
Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, Five Hundred Cri-
minal Careers. (New York: Knopf Publishing Co., 1930), 
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the motivations for such group patterns may "be found on 
all social levels and in every area of American life® 
While the need for identification with the group may not 
be as intense in the middle class child as in the slum 
youth, pre-adolescent and adolescent groups seem to de­
velop according to a specific pattern, beginning with 
spontaneous and random contacts and emerging in well-
defined form, with specific structure, objectives, and 
leadership. Characteristic of all such peer-age groups 
are the intense feelings of loyalty to his group does 
not necessarily lead to antisocial activities; with the 
underprivileged child, this intense concern with the 
group's status and its conception of him may automati­
cally lead to predatory activities of a more or less 
serious nature. 
Many writers have considered substandard areas 
to be a factor contributing to delinquency. 
SUBSTANDARD AREAS 
Substandard areas are areas of deterioration and 
deficiency-areas of deterioration of physical and social 
structures and deficiency of leadership and instructional 
functioning. Such areas tend to become in a sense so­
cial cess-pools into which drain the dregs of the com­
munity. Naturally by selection, segregation, and self-
infection such areas develop many centers of deviation 
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pressure cheap poolrooms, liquor joints, cheap movies, 
houses of prostitution, gambling joints, gang hangouts, 
and all the rest.-^ 
Less adequately described are the low-rent or 
unrestricted subdivisions familiar on the outskirts of 
growing cities. In many ways the unorganized fringe of 
a city may contain just as definite deviation-pressure 
spots as the blighted areas, although naturally in less 
highly concentrated form. The shady dance hall, the 
"fast" liquor clubs, and the sporty gambling houses 
thrive in such twi-light zones between urban police 
authority and rural indifference. And just as in the 
blighted area leadership and institutional functioning 
are weak, so in the unorganized fringe the lack of com­
munity spirit, the inadequacy of existing organization, 
and the low standard of living of many such settlements 
all combine to prevent or retard the growth of the need­
ed educational, religious, recreational, and control 
agencies. Hence, blighted areas, and unorganized fringes 
constitute definite substandard areas, centers of many 
deviation pressures.^-0 
The public school as the one agency that deals 
with 90 per cent of the children of the United States 
3T~ ——~ 
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"bears an especially heavy responsibility in delinquen­
cy control. A school program unsuited to a child's 
capacities, or a teacher herself not adjusted, may con­
tribute very definitely to delinquency. Many cases of 
truancy are due primarily to the school. The first 
great area of school concern, therefore, is to see that 
it provides a curriculum and a classroom experience 
that meets the needs of each individual child at each 
level of development. 
Juvenile delinquency is widely assumed to be a 
product of the misuse of leisure time. As a matter of 
fact, the alleged leisure-time problem of children ranks 
with the family and comic books as leading etiological 
scapegoats of delinquency. The contention is that 
children, especially boys, have few meaningful, accept­
able ways to use their leisure time, and inevitably 
they fill some of the vacuum with delinquent behavior. 
It Is believed by some students of juvenile de­
linquency that religion may in some way lead to deviant 
behavior. 
It has been impossible to ascertain with any 
assurance the relationship between religion and delin­
quency. This is because much of religious experience 
is so subjective and subtle that no adequate index is 
available. At the same time it is inadequate to study 
3̂  
the relationship between the formal and external aspects 
of religion such as denominational or sectarian identi­
fication, Sunday School attendance, knowledge of - the 
Bible and delinquency. 
Closely related to other deviant factors in ju­
venile delinquency is the mass media of communication. 
The mass media of communication especially the 
newspaper, comic strip, the comic magazine, radio, cinema, 
and television are now of major importance in the trans­
mission of American society8s culture and subcultures 
to the juvenile population. They are carriers of cul­
ture norms and patterns as well as news and propaganda. 
It is conceivable that their increasing accessibility 
to larger and larger audiences will eventually lead them 
to be placed alongside (and in some cases above) such 
traditional social and cultural forces as the family, 
the peer group, and the institutions of religion, edu­
cation, and leisure in any scale measuring the condi­
tioning of juvenile behavior.2*1 
The foregoing suggest that the delinquent child 
is not maladjusted but that his delinquent behavior is 
an adjustment to a social order characterized by non-
conventional standards. A recent writer, Barron, en­
titled his book, The Juvenile in a Delinquent Society. 
"To 
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illustrating that the juvenile merely lives in a delin­
quent society and is socialized into delinquent activi­
ties. 
Carr's^ formulation along with the formulations 
of others in analyzing delinquency causation gives evi­
dence to the theory of multiple causation. The consen­
sus among experts is that causation is plural rather 
than singularj even in individual cases. An examina­
tion of the most elementary case shows that behaviort 
socially approved or not, is a product of the indivi­
dual's many experiences, reaching far back into his 
early development. 
Since delinquent behavior is such an exceeding­
ly complex phenomenon the sociologist has not been able 
to arrive at positive laws. Positive laws pose an in­
variant relationship. It is conspicuous by its absence 
in the study of human relations. It has been noted, 
that the search for "causes" of juvenile delinquency re­
veals no such relationship. Statistical law, states a 
degree of probability in the relationship between phe­
nomena. It goes almost without saying that statistical 
laws are characteristic of human relations, for although 
family traits, economic pressures, neighborhood asso­
ciates, personality handicaps, and other variables in 
"52 —— 
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a behavior situation interact in such complex ways that 
no invariability between any one of them and the ulti­
mate behavior can be established, these so-called va-
h.-* 
riables may still condition and control that behavior. J 
Concluding Statement on the Three Approaches; 
Although recognizing that the reactions of peo­
ple to biological or physiological factors contribute 
to the possible formation of delinquent attitudes, 
science rejects the hypothesis that the physiological 
features contribute in any direct manner to delinquent 
behavior. 
The psychological and the sociological approaches 
assume that delinquency is learned behavior, learned in 
the same manner as non-delinquent behavior. The psy­
chologists sees the child selecting delinquent behavior 
as it satisfies the tensions and anxieties making up his 
personality. The sociologists recognize the validity 
of the claim of the psychologists in explaining "some" 
delinquent behavior but contend that not every delin­
quent child is maladjusted; that many children have 
learned delinquent behavior as a result of being exposed 
to delinquent pressures. The logical extension of the 
sociological approach is that the non-delinquent child 
in a delinquency area is likely to be the maladjusted child. 
^3 " " ' 
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The study, on which this paper is based is an 
attempt to analyze delinquency using the sociological 
frame of reference by considering some of the sociolo­
gical factors that conceivably could have had a bearing 
on the lives of the delinquent girls studied by the wri­
ter® 
CHAPTER III 
PROBLEM AND METHODOLOGY 
Numerous studies have "been made of delinquent 
girls. Hoxvever, to the knowledge of the writer no stu­
dy has been made of delinquent Negro girls of Fort 
Worth, Texas. The writer assumes that there is much 
similarity between Delinquent Negro girls of Fort 
Worth, Texas, and delinquent girls in other areas, as 
revealed in more thoroughly investigated studies. A 
purpose of this study is to test this assumption. The 
study itself is not a test of a definite hypotheses, 
it is merely an analysis of the case histories of the 
twenty girls studied to see to what extent their lives 
compared with the lives of delinquents cited in other 
studies. 
The Negro girls of this study 'were those coming 
to the attention of the juvenile court in Fort Worth, 
Texas for the two year period, 1952-5^. From the files 
of one hundred and ninety-seven (197), a ten per cent 
sample was selected by withdrawing every tenth case 
from the files. It is assumed that the sample selected 
was representative of all the Negro girls coming to 
the attention of the juvenile court.. 
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Two methods of obtaining data were employed; 
case histories and personal interviews. The case 
histories were secured from the files in the proba­
tion office. Fifteen of the girls were interviewed 
in their homes, three were interviewed at the YWCA, 
and two girls were interviewed at the Crockett State 
School for Girls, Crockett, Texas. 
The case histories (See Appendix I) gave the 
following information: (1) Name, age, date of birth, 
and residence of girls; (2) early background factors; 
(3) physical status; (4-) economic status; (5) school 
record; (6) type of offense committed; (7) source of 
referral; and (8) prior juvenile court experience. 
The information received from the interviews 
was placed on schedules (See Appendix II) so that the 
data could be more easily tabulated for later use in 
the analysis of findings. 
CHAPTER IV 
SOCIAL CAUSES AND CONDITIONS OP DELINQUENCY 
The Family: 
The family is one of the basic social institu­
tions and is the outstanding primary group. It is po­
tentially the most effective agency of social control. 
A normal family has long been regarded as the best in­
surance against delinquency, contrariwise, a family 
that is broken by divorce, desertion, separation or 
death or that functions inadequately as a social unit, 
is handicapped in carrying on its responsibilities to­
ward the children. 
A family at its best is structurally complete 
(not broken); the members are in reasonable good health; 
they constitute a united household, living in a dwelling 
that is sanitary, well kept, mechanically convenient, 
and artistically satisfying; family life is intellec­
tually stimulating, and the home atmosphere is morally 
wholesome and spiritually inspiring; financially the 
family group is relatively secure, with sufficient in­
come to maintain a desihable standard of living. The 
members of the family recognize responsibilities to one 
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another and to the community; and the relationship in 
the home is based on affection, goodwill, mutual ser­
vice, and loyalty. The normal family provides the ba­
sic needs of the members. However, during recent 
decades family life has undergone certain changes and 
loss of specific functions. 
The conditions of the family and what goes on 
in family life are of great importance to a growing 
child. The life organisation and character of the per­
son take their first and often permanent form under the 
impress of the family culture heritage. The family is 
the first great training school in behavior or misbe­
havior. It is the chief socializing agent, but it may 
produce anti-social traits. The effectiveness of such 
training depends upon the character and ability of the 
parents, the type of social relationship and atmosphere 
in the home, and the prevailing standards of the commu­
nity of which the family is a part. 
What goes on in the family and the degree to 
which the family satisfies needs are to a great extent 
the conditioning factors that give direction to a child's 
life. The family may influence delinquency in innumer­
able ways. Direct effects of broken homes are most easily 
decernable, but delinquency may be caused also by conflict­
ing, situations, early emotional tensions, failure to 
kz 
provide proper control and protection failure to so­
cialize the child and to provide sympathetic and un­
derstanding confidential relationships, injuring the 




The most systematic research in the role of the 
family in juvenile delinquency has been in the so called 
broken family, defined by a majority of investigators 
as one in which one or both parents are absent owing 
to death, desertion, separation, or divorce or commit­
ment to an institution® A major hypothesis has been 
that a complete family, consisting of father, mother, 
and children is essential to the development of a 
balanced and socially adjusted personality. Evidence 
favoring the causal significance of the broken home in 
juvenile delinquency should reveal a high incidence of 
broken homes among delinquents as compared to non-de­
linquents. 
Among the hindrances to scientific research on 
this point is the fact that no data for the United States 
as a whole gives the proportion of broken homes for the 
whole population, and studies emphasizing the influence 
ZfZf —- - -—•—— 
Martin H. Neumeyer, Juvenile Delinquency in 
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of broken home on delinquency, have been based on es­
timates of the extent of broken homes in the general 
population. 
Separate data are available as to the separa­
tion and divorce of married couples, but the number of 
children in the United States whose parents are living 
apart because of desertion, divorce, separation, or 
annulment is not known, 
Shideler® s^ study disclosed that 25 per cent 
of all the children in the United States were from bro­
ken homes, compared to percentages ranging from 40-70 
in various groups of delinquents. 
4 s 
Breckenridge and Abbott reporting on 13,000 
cases studied between 1899 and 1909, found 34 per cent 
from broken homes. The United States Children Bureau, 
in successive reports, has indicated high percentages 
of broken homes in J>6 per cent of boys® cases and 50 
per cent of girls® cases disposed of in sixty-four 
courts in 1936. 
Among children committed to institutions there 
has been an even higher proportion from broken homes. 
-
Edwin Shideler, "Family Disorganization and the 
Delinquent Boy in the United States," Journal of Criminal 
Law, Vol. 242: 21, April, 1956. 
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S. P. Breckenridge and Edith Abbott, The De-
linquent Child and the Home. (New York: Little Brown 
and Company, 1912J, pp. 91-92. 
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In 1923 the United States Bureau of the Census reported 
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that 56 per cent were from broken homes * 
Table number one shows that only 25 per cent of 
the girls are from homes where both parents are living 
together. The greater percentage of girls are from 
homes that have been broken by death or divorce® 
In generalj our study is in agreement with other 
studies in the field in that it is shown that the inci­
dence of broken homes is higher for delinquents than 
for non-delinquents. This does not necessarily prove 
a causal relation to delinquency but strongly suggests 
one; one may suspect that the higher proportion of bro­
ken homes among court cases is partially attributable 
to the fact that girls from broken homes are more like­
ly to be referred to juvenile court than are girls from 
intact homes, even for the same offense® 
Summary 
All the statistics of juvenile delinquency ca­
ses show a great percentage coming from broken-homes® 
Little is known about the percentage of broken-homes 
of the total number of homes in the United States and 
so it is impossible to ascertain to just what extent 
2+7 
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The Broken-Home 
The following tables show the stability of home 
conditions of the twenty cases used in the study; 
TABLE NO. I 
TYPE OP HOME (INTACT-BROKEN) 
PABENTAL STATUS NUMBER OF GIRLS 
Intact homes (natural parents) 5 
Intact homes (parent-step parent) 5 
Broken-homes 
(a) Death of both parents 2 
(b) Death of one parent 3 
(c) Desertion 1 
(d) Divorce k 
TOTAL 20 
TABLE NO. II 
PERSONS WITH WHOM GIRLS RESIDE 
STATUS OF GIRLS NUMBER OF GIRLS 
Living with both parents 5 
Living with mother 6 
Living with mother and step-father 3 
Living with father and step-mother 2 
Living with persons other than parents k 
TOTAL 20 
k6 
the broken home is a factor in juvenile delinquency. 
There appears to be sufficient evidence to conclude 
that the largest number of juvenile delinquents are 
more or less a direct product of the broken-home and 
its accompanying conditions and influences• 
Poverty: 
Poverty has invariably appeared to be associated 
with crime, delinquency, and other social disorders. 
Poverty is related to delinquency chiefly for along with 
subnormal economic circumstances go other elements in 
the training and experience of the child that them­
selves are important in determining character, values, 
and reactions to the law: domestic conflict, delin­
quent gangs, poor education and recreational facili­
ties serve as ready temptations to delinquency. Poverty 
or -unemployment may stimulate individuals to widely 
diverse varieties of behavior; the particular conduct 
in a given instance depends mainly on the conditioning 
circumstances of one's character through home and neigh­
borhood. Very rarely does hunger or cold turn the in­
dividual to theft in any simple or direct way. This 
is not to deny the significance of economic factors in 
their general and pervasive effects, for economic fac­
tors nurture all those conditioning circumstances of 
home and neighborhood which are commonly found in the 
47 
delinquency area. The economic influences are pivotal, 
but they do not function in isolation, as is shown most 
clearly by the fact that even in neighborhoods of con­
centrated delinquency and in homes marked by poverty and 
ilR 
unemployment, most individuals are law-abiding. 
Is the poverty stricken home a source of delin­
quency? Judge Lindsey says, "that economic independence 
gives youth a chance to revolt today.11 ^ And on the 
other hand, Mangold notes that: 
"The bulk of delinquent children come from the rank 
of those who are either below the poverty line or 
are resting rather insecurely above it."50 
'%.v The report of the investigation of Healy and 
Bronner^ in Chicago showed that one-fourth of the 
homes were factors in the delinquencies studied. Gil-
lian^2 points out that of his investigation in Chicago 
76 per cent of 584 delinquent boys and 90 per cent of 
157 girls were from poverty-striken homes. 
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Miss Fernald-53 ascertained from 92 inmates of 
Bedford Reformatory and from 440 inmates of the institu­
tion of New York, and had verification made "by field 
representatives, that 62 per cent were from homes of 
the poor or very poor. Miss Fernald!s classification 
of homes i^ere as follows: very poor, poor, fair, good 
and very good. 
In a study of socio-economic factors as it re­
lates to crime, Healy and Broimer^ studied 675 juvenile 
delinquents and classified them as follows: (a) desti­
tution, (b) poverty, a constant struggle to make ends 
meet, (c) normal, (d) comfort, and (e) luxury. Of the 
675 juvenile delinquents whom they studied, they found 
five per cent in the destitute class, twenty-two per 
cent in poverty, thirty-five per cent registered normal, 
thirty-four per cent in the comfort class, and four per 
cent in the luxury class. In their summaries regarding 
the results of this study, Healy and Bronner state: 
Thus, it is clear from the figures 73 Pe^* cent 
coming from normal, or "better homes, that great 
importance cannot be attached to the effects of 
economic status on cure of delinquent trends®35 
53 
Mabel Fernald, Youth in Conflict. (New York: 
Miriam Van Waters, 1926), p. 130® 
54 
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55 
Ibid., p. 52® 
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In the present study sooio-economic factors 
have been classified as the following: (1) above aver­
age, (2) average, (3) below average, (4) poor, (1) 
The above average home economically is a home with an 
income of $5*000 and above. Physically, this home may 
be characterized by the following features: neat ar­
rangement of household, good furniture, complete modern 
bathroom facilities, electricity, gas for cooking and 
heating purposes and a minimum of two people per bed­
room; the above average home may also provide for some 
luxuries, (2) The average home economically is a home 
with an income between $3*500 to 1^,999* The average 
home physically, is a home with not more than two peo­
ple per room; modern complete bathroom facilities, good 
furniture and neatly kept, (3) The below average home, 
economically, is a home with an income of $2,500 to 
$3*^99* The below average home, physically, is a home 
that is over-crowded, that is more than three people 
per room; a home with shabby furniture, a home that is 
untidy, and incomplete bathroom facilities„ (4) The 
poor home is a home with an income less than $2,^99, 
Physically, the poor home may be characterized by over 
crowdedness, more than three persons per room, lacking 
in sanitary provisions, running water inside with out 
door flush toilet; the furniture may be poorly kept and 
in need of repair« 
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As previously stated, all girls were not inter­
viewed in the home; only 15 girls x^ere interviewed in 
their homes, three girls at the YWCA and two at Crockett 
State School, Crockett, Texas. Even though the latter 
five girls were not interviewed in the home, their homes 
were visited "by the interviewee. 
Based on the physical characteristics of the 
home, thirty per cent of the girls came from homes that 
were considered above average, 25$ came from homes that 
were classified as average, also 25 per cent came from 
the below average home, and 20 per cent of the girls 
came from homes that were classified as poor. 
Some of the girls came from homes with average 
income and average physical features. In combining the 
two, it was found that none of the girls were in the 
above average class; thirty per cent of the girls were 
in the average class; thirty per cent below average and 
forty per cent in the poor class. 
In view of the above, the difference does not 
appear significant, thus, the "true" effect of socio­
economic factors cannot be evaluated; however, it is 
safe to regard them as a contributory factor. 
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Religious Conditions 
The following table shows the church affilia­
tion of the twenty cases used in the study. 
TABLE NO. Ill 
CHURCH AFFILIATION OF GIRLS AND PARENTS 
RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS GIRLS PARENTS 
No membership 5 0 
Baptist 6 13 
Methodist 2 2 
Church of God 2 2 
Catholics 3 2 
Episcopal 1 1 
Seven Day Adventist 1 0 
TOTALS 20 20 
The above table shows that 75 P©** cent of the 
girls included in the study claimed some church mem­
bership. Most of the girls had an attendance of once 
per week. 
Barron-^ states that delinquent girls tend to 
have a more favorable attitude toward religious acti­
vities than non-delinquents. 
56 
Barron, op. clt.. p. 169. 
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In asking the girls questions concerning their 
religious beliefs these are some of the questions and 
responses received. Why do you attend this church? 
35$ of the girls said because their parents were members 
of this church, 35$ gave as a reason, because I have to, 
15$ because my friends attend this church. Favorite 
church services for the group, Sunday School, ̂ 5$, morn­
ing service, 25$, all services, 10$; services liked 
least were evening worship, 60$, prayer meeting and 
Sunday School, 5$. When asked why they attended church, 
^5$ said because it is right to go, 10$ stated because 
I like to go, 85$ of girls expressed a belief in God; 
80$ of the girls admitted that they prayed at some time. 
Things prayed for were: (1) to be a better girl, (2) 
to marry a rich man, (30 that my stepmother will leave 
home, (4) for security and long life, (5) and for 
health and happiness. 
Table III on page 51 shows that 25 per cent of 
the girls had no church membership, at the time they 
were brought into the Juvenile Court. In comparison, 
57 Cooley's-" figures show that 68.2 per cent of the de­
linquents brought before the court of General Sessions 
of New York City had no church alignments. Cooley's 
57 * — 
Edwin Cooley, Probation and Delinquency. (New 
York: Thomas Nelson and Son, 192?), p. 89. 
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estimate was based on the findings of the expert staff 
of the Catholic Charities Probation Bureau of the Court 
General Sessions of New York City in its handling of 
3,000 delinquents. Mr. Cooley emphasizes the importance 
of religion by saying that the way to stop crime is to 
build character. 
Eighty per cent of the girls had church member­
ship; this indicates that the church failed to serve 
as a strong force in the lives of the girls of this 
study. 
Dr. Bogardus says that: 
"The absence of genuinely reverent religious 
attitude is a fundamental cause of delinquency. 
Genuine religion produces self-control with re­
ference to many of the temptations of which vice 
is the promoter. An attitude which gives a balanced 
of self-control to the individual, wholesomeness 
in the family, and a deep and unselfish interest; 
helps to save boys and girls from delinquency and 
tends to hold them true to sane pathways."58 
Summary 
Data collected in this study show that the 
majority of the girls held membership in some church. 
Most of the girls attended church services at least once 
per week. One cannot say that antisocial behavior is 
caused by lack of religious activities and attendance. 
It is pointed out by many of those who have made a 
58̂  —— — _ 
Emory S. Bogardus, Introduction to Sociology. 
(Los Angeles: University of Southern California. 1922), 
P. 390. 
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study of juvenile delinquency that the church is a 
factor connected with the causes of juvenile delinquen­
cy in that it is not reaching the lives of the youth as 
a whole. Whether or not the church is going its limit 
in its effort to influence youth for good is not with­
in the bounds of my criticism. It is its failure to 
get results in the moral salvaging of the youth that is 
considered most significant» 
In conclusionsf it is safe to say the role of 
religion is difficult to measure and its effects upon 
delinquent behavior is not clear® 
School Status: 
The school is the child^s first testing ground 
outside the secure atmosphere of his home. It supplies 
the first proof of his adaptability and his capacity 
for socialization in a theater of action in which there 
are strict rules punitively enforced by non-parental 
authority. In school, the child gets his first taste 
of power of the outside world to impose rigid standards 
of behavior and to subject the individual to restraints 
and punishments from which even loving and protective 
parents are often unable to save him®-^ 
— 
Neumeyer, op. cit.. p. 162. 
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fiO In a study made by the Gluecks it was noted 
that, the delinquents were a year behind the non-delin­
quents in educational achievement, the average grade 
attained by the former being the seventh and the latter 
the eighth. 
The fact that the delinquents were further be­
hind in grade than other students may be due to com­
mitment to correctional schools and placement in foster 
homes as a result of their antisocial behavior. Delin­
quents tend to shift from one school to another more 
than non-delinquents. 
The analysis of grade distribution in our study 
shows that the largest number of girls become delin­
quent, or at least had court experiences in the ele­
mentary grades. Our analysis shoitfs the highest con­
centration in the eight grades. 
The delinquents expressed strong perferences for 
certain subjects and strong dislikes for others. Sub­
jects most perferred were Heading, 15$, English, 20$, 
Mathematics, 15$, Homemaking, 25$, Social Studies, 10$, 
and Music, 5$. Subjects strongly disliked by the girls 
in the study were Art, 50$, and Civics, 50$. 
60 — ~ 
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Judging the scholarship and achievements of the 
girls, it was evident that most of them were average 
students as shown "by their school records. Eighty-five 
per cent of the girls in the study were in their re­
spective grades according to age; fifteen per cent of 
the girls were retarded. 
The delinquent acts of the girls began very ear­
ly, 2 5% of the girls had their first experience with the 
juvenile court at age of 13, age 14, 20%, age 15, "2-5%t 
age 16, 15^ and age 17. Only 35%° of the girls readily 
accepted school. The reasons the delinquents gave for 
their marked dislike of school, apart from lack of in­
terest and inferior feelings, are largely reflective of 
temperamental and emotional difficulties, resentment of 
restriction and discipline. 
With regards to retardation, the early study of 
one thousand delinquents by the Gluecks^1 shows that 
84.5 per cent of their cases had to repeat at least one 
year of school work, while Fenton^2 reported that 47.5 
per cent of his group were retarded. The Gluecks8^ 
TT 
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recent controlled study maintains that the mobility of 
the delinquents, placement in foster homes, and in­
stitutional commitments do not completely account for 
the excessive repetition of grades, and marked back­
wardness in terms of achievement in relation to age 
and grade placement. Other factors that may be re­
sponsible for retardation are inability or refusal to 
study, irregular attendance, either avoidable or un­
avoidable, or for any other cause, contributing to a 
feeling of un-adjustment or misplacement on the part 
of the child. The 15% of the girls that were retarded 
in the present study was due to irregular attendance® 
One can conclude that school retardation is both 
a contributory cause and an effect of juvenile delin­
quency. The thing that causes the school retardation 
may be the cause of delinquency. So the matter of plac­
ing blame is difficult. It is significant that so many 
juvenile delinquents, who fall in the clutches of the 
law, are backward in their school studies, hoivever, the 
present study pointed out that 85% of the girls were 
average students or above and only 15% ivere retarded. 
CHAPTER V 
CULTURAL INFLUENCES AND DELINQUENCY 
For the past two decades, the public has been 
particularly aroused about the possible dangers of 
popular media of communication such as motion pictures 
and radio, and more recently, television and comic 
books, and their effects upon the young* 
It is significant to note that those specially 
qualified to speak on the subject have been cautious in 
making any positive statements about the effects of 
these media on the demoralization of the young in general 
and on delinquency in particular. 
Recently, the 83 Congress, through a special 
subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee, has 
made a study to determine the specific effects of these 
media on delinquency. 
In analyzing the material received, the sub­
committee appears to have drawn the following tenta­
tive inferencesi 
(1) "Little, if anything, is actually known of the 
precise effects of the mass media on our youthful 
population, particularly with respect to possible 
incitement to delinquency, (2) Much of the present 
condemnation of these media, whether justified or 
not, is based on personal opinion and unbridled 
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resentment, through there is also a considerable 
ground work of general popular opinion against 
theme 
From what has already been said, one can begin 
to anticipate the effects certain motion pictures might 
exercise upon certain types of children, and to deter­
mine whether delinquents themselves may have been af­
fected adversely by certain types of pictures. 
In a study by Blumer and Hauser, it was re­
vealed that of 36Q male delinquents interviewed, only 
10 per cent believed that their delinquent activities 
could be directly attributed to motion pictures. This 
low percentage is indicative of the limited part that 
motion pictures play in directly inciting to crime and 
delinquency. The general conclusion of this phase of 
the investigation, borne out by Blumer5s companion 
study, is the now widely accepted belief that only de­
linquency-pro ne and predisposed children are motivated 
to delinquency by such means. 
In the case of delinquent girls, in the above 
study of 252 between the ages of fourteen and eighteen 
who were examined, 2.3% claimed that sexual relations 
with men were the direct outcome of seeing erotic 
gxjr — ' • " ~ ———— 
Block and Flynn, op. cit.. p. 206. 
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Herbert Blumer and P. M. Hauser, The Movies. 
Delinquency and Crime. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1933), 
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scenes in the movies; 33%° stated that they were en­
couraged to run away from home because of motion pic­
ture experience, and 23%> said that films were directly 
instrumental in bringing about the specific sex de~ 
66 linquency for which they were then institutionalised., 
In view of these facts, it appears that certain girls 
may definitely have been affected adversely«, 
In our present study, 4-5 per cent of the girls 
attended the movie at least once per week, 20 per cent 
attended twice a week and 20 per cent attended three 
times a week; 15 per cent of the girls stated that they 
did not care for movies. In asking the type of pictures 
liked best, 50 per cent of the girls perferred the ro­
mantic type. When asked why they perferred this type 
of picture, 4-5 per cent of the girls said, "they are 
exciting and thrill me." Not any of the girls in the 
study attributed their delinquent behavior to the mo­
vies. This is not evidence, however, that movies did 
not play a contributing role. 
TELEVISION 
With the recent enormous increase in television 
reception in this country, there seems to have been a 
corresponding decrease in radio listening by youthful 
Blumer and Hauser, op. cit.. p. 40. 
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groups to programs other than musical broadcasts., It 
is likely, therefore, that radio will in the future, 
figure far less prominently as a possible source of 
stimulation to juvenile disorders and maladjustments. 
On the other hand, the more dramatic visual ima­
ges of television and the ease of access to a variety 
of provocative programs makes the problem of television 
far more pressing. 
Several recent studies indicate that children 
of elementary school age devote anywhere from twenty-
two to twenty-seven hours a week to watching televi­
sion programs.^ 
68 In 19^1, Mary Preston reported in the Journal 
of Pediatrics, the results of a study of 200 school 
children, all of them physically and mentally normal, 
116 were habitual viewers and listeners of movie and 
radio horror and crime programs. Among the several 
findings of her study, she showed far higher percentages 
of nervous and emotional disturbances among the movie 
and radio-addicted children than among the others. 
For example, 76 per cent of the addicted children showed 
67 ~~™ 
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more than average nervousness, as compared with 40 per 
cent of the non-addicted children. Also, 9^ per cent 
of the addicted children gave evidence of excessive 
fears, as compared with only 28 per cent of non-addict­
ed. ̂9 Although this does not prove that movie, radio, 
or television crime and horror programs produce such 
adverse effects, it does suggest a close relationship 
between nervously predisposed children and entertain­
ment of this type. Such viewing or listening appears 
to be symptomatic of emotional disturbances and very 
likely to intensify such conditions. 
In the present study, 75 per cent of the girls 
watched the television at least 3° hours per week. 
Most of the girls perferred romantic plays, however, 
others of them expressed a like for The Bob Cummings 
Show„ The Ed Sullivan Show and Teen Times. The radio 
is declining in its importance where televisions are 
located in the homes, only 20 per cent of the girls 
admitted that they listened to the radio about 15 hours 
a week. 
In view of the fact that most of the girls in 
the study (75 per cent) watched television at least 30 
hours a week does not suggest that these girls become de­
linquent because of their addiction to radio and tele­
vision. Only those girls who are already emotionally 
disturbed may be adversely affected by such media. 
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COMICS 
Very likely, of all the media of public enter­
tainment for children, none has created the furor that 
the comic books have produced- More specifically, this 
refers primarily to comic books of the sensational crime 
and horror variety-
The first of the present-day comic books was 
published in 1935 under the title New Fun. Today, there 
are over 650 comic books published anually-
In appraising the effects of crime and horror 
comic books on the well-adjusted and normally law-abid­
ing child, the majority opinion of reputable social 
scientists and psychologists clearly denies that such 
material may play a significant role in producing anti­
social behavior- On the basis of our knowledge that 
there are no single causes of delinquency and that mo­
tivation toward delinquency involves a highly complex 
personality situation, it can only be said that addic­
tion to such material may act as a precipitating factor 
or, as a mere symptom, reveal the existence of a dis­
turbed emotional state-^ 
In the present study, most of the girls had 
out-grown the period of comic book reading, however, it 
- 69 ~~ " ~ 
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was found that 20 per cent of the girls read comics. 
Some of the girls prefer reading such magazines as 
"True Romances," "True Stories," and "Confidential" ma­
gazine; it was found that 35 per cent of the girls read 
the above magazines, 25 per cent of the girls perferred 
reading romantic and sexular book length novels and 20 
per cent didn!t care to read anything. The extent to 
which the various reading matter may have effected the 
lives of the girls cannot be determined, only that such 
reading matter may suggest antisocial or delinquent be­
havior. 
It is impossible to come to a definite conclu­
sion either in behalf of or against the theory that the 
mass media "cause" delinquent behavior. But some the­
oretical conclusions are possible, one such conclusion 
is that the mass media teach children that violence is 
a solution to problems in human relations. Another 
tentative conclusion is that the mass media have a dif­
ferential effect on the behavior of children, depending 
on the background and experience of the various children. 
The Hole of Peer Groups among Juveniles: 
Peer groups of juveniles tend to fall into two 
main categories: informal peer groups, such as the play 
group, the clique, and the gang, and the more formally 
organized groups such as clubs. 
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The juvenile peer group is very effective in 
producing conformity. The individual member is more 
sensitive to its sanction and disapproval than to those 
of any other group. The family, for example, may de­
cide what the child8s mode of dress will be, but the 
peer group8s reaction is crucial in determining whether 
or not the form of dress is satisfactory to the child. 
The same is usually true about the child's speech, 
manners, relationships with the other sex, and so on. 
The conclusions of various studies of delinquen­
cy by Shaw and McKay,''® the Gluecks,7"*" and Healy and 
72 Bronner, state that the peer group is largely a gang 
operation. Although solitary individuals do commit 
delinquency, the greater part of it is committed in 
companionship with others. Even in the case of delin­
quent acts by solitary individuals, such as truancy and 
running away from home, gang association may be at the 
basis of the outlook and habits involved. 
Of 5j^80 offenders, Shaw7^ found that only 18.2 
per cent had committed their offenses alone. Among 
?0 — __ 
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the remaining cases, 30.3 pe** cent had had a single 
companion. Stealing was found to "be especially group-
centered, for 89 per cent of those charged with theft 
were brought into court with accomplices. 
In the present study it was found that 35 per 
cent Gf the girls belonged to some peer group or club. 
The clubs bore such names as, "The Jive Club," "Club 
Sixteen," "Club Seventeen," "Eastside Kids," "Etheletts" 
and "Ethel Benton Club." The above clubs are all so­
cial clubs, primarily engaged in giving dances, parties, 
and other social function. In 20 per cent of the clubs 
the clique engages in other activities that are not 
practiced in the club by the other members. Some of 
the other activities engaged in by the girls are drink­
ing, smoking, going to public dances and dating adults. 
Thirty-five per cent of the girls in the study also be­
long to a gang. Some of the gang activities were snip­
ing gas out of cars and selling it, picking pockets, 
stealing, and sex acts. About 30 per cent of the girls 
in the study attributed their delinquent behavior to 
their association with members of the gang or other as­
sociates, 
Tappan claims that one cannot measure the pro­
babilities of an individual's delinquency by his as­
sociates alone. Delinquency, he maintains, results not 
from contact alone, but from numerous variables that 
may be associated with that contact, especially what 
the Individual himself brings to it.^ 
75 —— 
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Throughout this research, references have been 
made to many studies of delinquencies, regarding ex­
tent, distribution and causes of delinquency. The 
studies have revealed the influence of physical weak­
nesses, disease, inherited and acquired defects. The 
Biological School assumes that delinquency is an in­
herited biological trait. It is contended that one 
inherits certain physical bodily traits which lead to 
delinquent behavior. There are many criticisms of 
this school. Tappan^ says that criminality is not an 
inherited tendency of itself, but the biological make 
up of the organism subjected to environmental factors. 
The Psychological School of thought contends 
that the child becomes delinquent because of some mal­
adjustment, frustration or emotional insecurity. It 
is the desire to compensate for these insecurities that 
tends to lead to delinquent behavior. 
The sociologist contends that delinquency is 
learned, not because of psychological and personality 
maladjustments, but because it is a part of the culture. 
75 ~~~~ 
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There seems to be no general concensus as to 
what actually causes delinquent behavior, however, scho­
lars have contended that certain factors tend to be as­
sociated with delinquent behavior, namely: weak family 
relationships, low socio-economic status, poor school 
adjustment, weak religious influences and mass media 
stressing deviant patterns. It cannot be determined to 
what extent these factors play a part in shaping delin­
quent careers, but their high degree of association with 
delinquency suggests a contributory role. 
In this study we sought to investigate the pre­
sence of the above factors in the lives of the Negro 
delinquent girls in Port Worth, Texas. 
The family is one of the basic social institu­
tions and is considered the basic social group. A 
normal family has long been regarded as the best in­
surance against delinquency, contrariwise, a family 
that is broken by divorce, desertion, separation or 
death, or that functions inadequately as a social unit, 
is handicapped in carrying on its responsibilities to­
ward the children. 
What goes on in the family and the degree to 
which the family satisfies needs are to a great extent, 
the conditioning factors giving direction to a child8s 
life. The family may influence delinquency in many 
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and diverse ways. Direct effects of the "broken homes 
are most easily decernable, but delinquency may be caused 
also by conflicting, situations, early emotional ten­
sions, failure to provide proper control and protection, 
failure to socialize the child and failure to provide 
sympathetic and understanding confidential relation­
ship. 
Many writers have given special emphasis to the 
so called broken family as a factor in Juvenile delin­
quency. Broken-homes are defined by a majority of in­
vestigators as one in which one or both parents are 
absent owing to death, desertion, separation, or divorce 
or commitment to an institution. A major hypothesis 
has been that the complete family, consisting of father, 
mother, and children is essential to development of a 
balanced and socially adjusted personality. 
Studies have revealed a higher percentage of 
children coming from broken homes than in home of non-
delinquents. Data on the proportion of juvenile de­
linquents from broken homes are based largely on re­
ports of juvenile courts, and since a break in the 
family may itself determine that there shall be a court 
handling of the problem rather than unofficial or pri­
vate handling, figures based on court cases do not 
necessarily indicate the average break-down among 
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problem children in the United States. 
In the present study it was found that only 
25% of the girls were from families where both parents 
were living together. Seventy-five per cent of the 
girls were from homes that had been broken by death, 
desertion, or divorce. 
Poverty has invariably appeared to be associated 
with crime, delinquency, and other social disorders. 
In the present study socio-economic factors have 
been classified as the following: (1) above average, 
(2) average, (3) below average, (4) poor. (1) The above 
average home economically is a home with an income of 
15,000 and above. Physically, this home may be charac­
terized by the following: neat arrangement of house­
hold, complete modern bathroom facilities, electricity, 
gas for cooking and heating purposes and a minimum of 
two people per bedroom. (2) The average home, economi­
cally, is a home with an income between $3*500 to $4,999. 
The average home, physically, is a home with not more 
than two people per room, modern complete bathroom 
facilities, good furniture and neatly kept. (3) The 
below average home, economically, is a home with an in­
come of $2,500 to $3*499. The below average physically 
is a home that is over-crowded, that is more than three 
people per room, a home with shabby furniture, a home 
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that is untidy, incomplete "bathroom facilities. (4) 
The poor home is a home with an income less than $2,499. 
Physically, the poor home may be characterised by over-
crowdedness, more than three per room, lacking in sani­
tary provisions, inside running water and having an 
outdoor toilet; the furniture may be poorly kept and in 
need of repair. 
Some of the girls came from homes with average 
income and average physical features. In combining the 
two, it was found that none of the girls were in the 
above average class; thirty per cent in the average class, 
30 per cent in the below average class and 40 per cent 
in the poor class. 
It is of significance that none of the girls 
came from an above average home. Although the effect 
of socio-economic factors cannot be evaluated on the 
basis of our data, it is reasonable to regard socio­
economic factors as contributory to delinquency. 
It is pointed out by many of those who have made 
a study of juvenile delinquency that the church is a 
factor connected with the causes of juvenile delinquency 
in that it is not reaching the lives of the youth as a 
whole. 
Eighty-per cent of the girls in the present 
study had church membership; this indicates that the 
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church failed to serve as a strong force in the lives 
of these girls. It cannot "be said that antisocial "be­
havior is caused "by a lack of religious activities and 
attendance. 
In conclusion it is safe to say the role of re­
ligion is difficult to measure and its effects upon de­
linquent behavior is not clear. 
It is pointed out by many writers that delin­
quents are more retarded than non-delinquents. In the 
present study it was found, judging from school records 
of the scholarship and achievements of the girls, that 
most of them were average students. Eighty-five per 
cent of the girls in the study were in their respective 
grades according to age; fifteen per cent of the girls 
were retarded. 
One cannot conclude on the basis of our study 
that school retardation is a highly significant factor 
in juvenile delinquency. However, other studies indi­
cate that a high percentage of the persons falling in­
to the clutches of the law, are backward in their stu­
dies. Our study pointed out that Q5f° of the girls vjere 
average students or above and only 15% were failures. 
Many writers believe that the addiction to tele­
vision, movies, radio and the comics play an important 
role in suggesting delinquent behavior. In the present 
7̂  
study, ̂ 5% of the girls attended the movie at least 
once per week, 20% attended twice a week and 205> at­
tended three times a week; fifteen per cent of the 
girls stated that they did not care for movies. In 
asking the type of pictures liked best, 50 per cent of 
the girls perferred the romantic type. When asked why 
they perferred this type of picture, 45 per cent of the 
girls said, "They are exciting and thrill me." None of 
the girls in our study attributed their delinquent be­
havior to the movies. This does not prove, hoitfever, 
that movies did not play a part. 
Seventy-five per cent of the girls watched tele­
vision at least 30 hours per week, twenty per cent ad­
mitted they listened to the radio 15 hours per week 
and 20 per cent of the girls liked to read the comics. 
The larger per cent of the girls perferred to read 
magazines of the "True Eomance type." The extent to 
which the various addictions may have effected the 
lives of the girls cannot be determined, only that such 
addictions may suggest antisocial or delinquent be­
havior. 
CONCLUSIONS 
The following conclusions are made: 
That, delinquency is learned behavior, not be­
cause of psychological and personality malad­
justments, but because it is a part of the cul­
ture and is commonly done® 
That delinquency Is caused by multiplicity of 
causal factors® 
That the causal factors that were significant 
in the lives of the girls in this study were 
similar to the factors shown in other studies® 
Factors suggesting themselves as contributory 
factors in delinquency were: weak family rela­
tionships, low socio-economic status, poor 
school adjustment, weak religious influences 
and mass media stressing deviant patterns® 
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SCHEDULE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
1. Name t age 
2. Date of birth Place of birth 
3. Home address _____ 
4. How long have you lived at this address? 
Other places you have lived in the last five years 
5. Father's name ; age 
Address if different from yours_ 
Occupation Weekly income 
6. Highest grade attained in school? Elementary 
Junior high school , High school , College 
?. Mother's name ; age 
Address if different from yours 
Occupation Weekly income_ 
8. Highest grade attained in school? Elementary 
Junior high school High school College 
9. Are your mother and father living together? Yes 
5 if not, are they divorced ; separated 
deserted___; dead__j how long have they been apart? 
. If dead, how long (One of both parents) 
Questionnaire 
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10. Name of step parent(s) is any ________ 
11. Give name of person with whom you live if not with 
parents 
12. How long have you lived with this person? • 
How many different people have you lived with? 
How long? 
13. Number of brothers ; ages , , 
1^. Number of sisters ages , 
15. Number of other relatives who live with you 
Degree of kin 
16. Do brothers and sisters live at home with you? 
Y e s No 
1?» Number of brothers married ; do married brothers 
live with you? Yes No . Do they have children? 
Yes No_ j if so, how many 
18. Number of sisters married ; do married sisters 
live with you? Yes No Do they have children? 
Yes No ; if so how many 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HOME 
Do your parents own their home? Yes No. 
if notj how much rent do they pay? 
Type of dwelling: brick , frame _, stucco_ 
others _______________ 
Number of rooms in home: (check one) 1* 
2. ___» 3 , ̂ 5 , 6 
and over 
Do you have a room of your own? Yes No 
With whom do you share a room? 
(a) Do you sleep with anyone? Yes No 
(b) With whom do you sleep? 
Does the home have the following? 
(a) running water inside 
(b) running water outside only 
(c) inside toilet for private use 
(d) outside flush toilet private use ______ 
(e) outside flush toilet shared with others 
(f) outside privy, private use 
(g) outside privy, shared with others ______ 
Home is lighted by: (a) electricity 
(b) kerosene lamp 
Home is heated by: 
(a) furnace (central heating) 
(b) wood burning stove 
(c) coal burning stove 
(d) oil burning stove 
Physical Characteristics of the Home 
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8. Cooking done on (a) wood stove (b) gas stove 
(c) electric stove (d) oil stove 
9. Does the home contain the following: 
(a) radio ; (b) television ; (c) record 
player or combination ; (d) piano ; (e) 
other musical instruments? 
10. Condition of furniture: (a) new ; (b) good ; 
(c) fair __j (d) poor 
11. What daily newspaper 8„oes the family read? 
(a) weekly newspaper 
(b) weekly or monthly magazine(s) 
12. Do your parents have a car? Yes No 
(a) do you drive? Yes No ; (b) are you 
permitted to use the car for your own personal use? 
PERSONAL DATA 
1. Have you ever been employed? Yes No ; 
what type of work have you done? 
(a) Are you working now? Yes No 
Why? __ 
2. Work program: (a) after school 
(b) part time (c) weekends (d) other 
3. How much do you contribute to the family income? 
Kow much do you earn? _______ . 
5. Do you share your money with other sisters and 
brothers? Yeso _ No 
6. What do you buy with your money? 
?. How much do you save? . 
PHYSICAL STATUS 
1. Have you ever been ill? Yes No (a) did 
you have a doctor? Yes No ; (b) how long 
were you ill? , were you hospitalized? 
Yes No ; (c) what was the nature of your 
illness? 
2. Did you have to stay out of school? Yes No 
How long were you out? 
Physical Status 
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3. Did you get behind in your school work? Yes, 
No ; (a) how did you make up for it? 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
1. Do you attend school? Yes No ; present grade 
; highest grade attained 
2. Do you like school? Yes No 
3. What subjects did you like best? Why 
4. What subjects did you like least? Why, 
5. What teachers did you like best? 
6. What teachers did you like least? Why 
7. What activities did you like least? Why 
8. What extra-curricular sports did you like? 
9. What sports did you engage in most? 
10. What sports did you engage in the least? 
11. To what club activities do you belong to in school? 






5. Do you hold an office in your church? Yes No, 
What office? _ 
6„ Why do you go to church? 
7. Do you believe in God? Yes No 
8. Do you believe in prayer? Yes No 
9. Do you ever pray? Yes No 
10. What are some of the things you pray for? 
What church do you attend? 
Are you a member of this church? Yes No. 
Are your parents members of this church also? 
Yes No List their church if different 
from yours 
Why do you attend this church? 
How often do you attend church? 
What church services do you enjoy most? 
What church services do you enjoy least? 
GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
1. What clubs do you belong to? 
2. What activities do the clubs engage in? _______ 
3. What do you do in the clubs? ___________________ 
Do you hold an office? Yes No Which 
5. What do you and your friends do, other than what 
is done by all members of the club? 
6. Who are your closest friends in the club(s)? 
7. Are there boys in your club(s)? 
8. Is there a gang in your neighborhood? Yes No 
(a) Are you a member of it? Yes No 
(b) Are you a member of a gang other than the one 
in your neighborhood? 
9. What does the gang do? 
10. Who is the leader? 
11. How often does the gang get together? 
12. Where does it get together? ____________________ 
13. Who is the oldest person? (girl) (boy) 
in the gang? 
1^. Who is the youngest? _________ how old? 
15. How did you get to be a member of the gang? 
PERSONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
1„ Which of your parents is your favorite? father 
mother Why? _____ 
2. Which one do you spend most of your time with? 
3. Are your parents good to you? Yes __ No 
Why do you think they are, or, are not? 
k. Which is your favorite? (a) brother (b) sister 
5. Who is your best girl friend? __________________ 
Who are your other close friends? ______________ 
6. Do you have a boy friend? Yes No_ 
7. Do your parents permit you to have boy friends? 
Yes, No 
8« Does the boy friend come to your home to see you? 
Yes No , 
9. Do your parents permit you to go out at night a-
lone with boy friends? Yes No 
10e Do you think it is right for a girl to go out a-
lone at night with boy friends? Yes No 
11 * Have you ever engaged in sexual intercourse with 
a boy? Yes No Where did it occur? 
How many times? ; with the same boy? 
Personal Associations 
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12. Did. you feel that you had done wrong? Yes _ No. 
PERSONAL AMBITIONS AND ASPIRATIONS 
1. What do you want most for yourself? 
2e What would you like most to do? _________________ 
3« Of all the people you knovf which one do you admire 
most? 
Why? 
Of all the people you know which one would you 
like most to be like? 
Why? 
5. What are some of the things you would buy if you 
had $10,000? 
LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES 
How often do you attend the movies? time per 
week? ___________ 
What kinds of movies do you like most? 
How often do you listen to the radio? hours per 
day? ___________ 
(a) What are your favorite programs? __________ 
How often do you look at television? hours per 
day? 
(a) What are your favorite programs? 
Do you like to read? Yes No (a) What do 
you read? 
(b) Why do you prefer to read these things? 
(c) Do you ever go to the public library? Yes 
No (d) If not, why not? 
ATTITUDE TOWARD PRESENT SITUATIONS 
1. What were you brought to juvenile court for? 
(a) What did you do? 
(b) Were you alone when this 
act occurred? _________ (c) In company with 
someone else? Yes No When? _______________ 
2. Do you think you did wrong? Yes No 
3. Do you think you were completely to blame for what 
you did? Yes No 
4. Do you think you are being treated fairly for what 
you did? Yes No 
5. If it were left to youf would you punish someone 
for doing what you have done? Yes No 
6. Who is most responsible for your being taken to 
court? (or being in the reformatory)? ________ 
7. Are you angry at them? 
8. Do you feel badly about what you've done? 
9. Were you (or will you be) ashamed to face your 
friends? Yes No 
10. What did your friends say? 
11. Do they ever tease you? Yes, Ho 
12. Do you resent being teased by them? Yes No 
13- What do you do about it? 
Attitude Toward Present Situations 
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14. What are your plans now? 
CASE I 
Francis H, 
At the age of sevens in 19^3> Francis, in the 
company of a girl four years her senior, was caught 
stealing candy in a grocery store. Francis' mother was 
called by the store owner and after a period of ques­
tioning, the candy was paid for and Francis was punished. 
Francis told the store manager and her mother that she 
had planned to have the candy charged to her mother's 
account; her mother knew this wasn't true, because she 
had never given her permission to charge anything. 
Upon further questioning, the girl told that she had 
stolen candy on several occassions. 
Francis lived on East Third Street. Her home 
was a four-room frame building which was lacking in 
modern, sanitary conveniences. An outside water toi­
let was used, and an oil lamp was the only means of 
lighting the house. A wood fire provided the only heat 
for the home, which was poorly and insufficiently fur­
nished. This house was typical of many homes in the 
neighborhood. 
The family consisted of the parents and three 
other children - two girls and one boy. The girls 
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were older than Francis, the boy younger* The age range 
of the other children was 16, l^J- and 6. Francis' pa­
rents only received an elementary education; the mother 
reached the seventh grade and the father dropped out of 
school in the fourth grade, because he had to help to 
support his family* Mr. and Mrs. H. were both employed. 
The mother made |15«00 per week and the father worked 
on a construction job making about |^5»00 per week. 
Many times the father was temporarily unemployed and the 
family had to depend on the mother's salary*, 
On the mother's side of the family, the crimi­
nal tendencies were more pronounced. Of her four bro­
thers, one had been sent to the penitentiary for car 
theft and another had been jailed for attempted robbery. 
Francis attended the Riverside Elementary School 
from the first grade through the sixth grade. Very ear­
ly it was noticed by her teachers that she would take 
things belonging to other students. Francis' grades 
were fair, hox^ever, it was felt that her work could 
have been better if she had liked school. 
Five years have passed - Francis is now 12 
years old and in the seventh grade. In December, she 
started dropping out of school. Francis was questioned 
by the teacher why she was absent; she stated that she 
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had been helping her mother work. Later it was learned 
that the girl wasn't telling the truth. At age 12, 
Francis was quite an attractive girl and over-developed 
for her age. In January, Francis1 case was reported to 
the visiting teacher. He checked with the parents and 
found that they knew nothing about the girl's absentees. 
The mother asked about Francis' report card, wanting to 
know why she had not been permitted to bring it home 
and it was learned, she concealed it to keep her mother 
from knoxving that she had been absent. Instead of com­
ing to school each day, Francis and another girl had 
been loitering around town; she was punished and her 
social activities cut. Folloxving this, Francis* atten­
dance was better for about a month, then finally the 
mother was notified that she had been picked up at Zales 
Jewelry store for stealing a |39*50 yellow gold wrist 
watch. It was at this time that Francis* case was 
brought to the attention of the juvenile authorities. 
When asked why she took the watch, she stated her mother 
had promised her one for her birthday and failed to 
give it to her, so she took one. The watch was returned 
and Francis x?as placed on probation in her home. The 
home was visited regularly by the case worker and the 
visiting teacher. 
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For a time, it seemed that Francis tried to re­
form. She became active in several school organiza­
tions and also her school attendance improved. During 
the summer of 1950, Francis had a job baby-sitting, 
making $3*00 per week. It was at this time that Fran­
cis stole some underwear and a necklace belonging to her 
employer. The juvenile authorities were again notified. 
It was decided by the juvenile court that the state 
school for girls in Crockett, Texas would be the best 
place for Francis. Three weeks later, she was sent 
to Crockett, Texas where she remained for one year and 
was paroled. Two years later, she stole some more 
jewelry and her parole was revoked; she was again re­
turned to the Training School for a period of two years, 
after which time she was paroled again. 
CASE II 
Polly 
Polly, age 13? was born Kay 16, 1943? in Fort 
Worth, Texas. She lives at 1520 Maple Street and has 
lived there all of her life. Father, Thomas V/., age 
39; address, same as Polly's, is a construction worker, 
with a weekly income of $45.00 per week; highest grade 
in school, eighth grade. Mother, Polly Mae, age 27; 
address, same, works in a laundry and makes $25.00 per 
week. The mother reached the seventh grade in school. 
There are three children in the family - two 
boys, ages 10 and 8 and one girl, Polly. Also included 
in the family is the maternal grandmother, who has lived 
-with the family five years, since the death of the grand­
father in 1951* 
Polly's parents rent and pay $11.50 per week and 
live in a four room duplex with running water in the 
kitchen and an outdoor flush toilet shared with others. 
The home is lighted by electricity, wood is used for 
heating purposes, and oil is used for cooking. The 
home is furnished very poorly, with the exception of a 
new television set. No daily or weekly paper is read 
by the family and they do not own a car. 
I 
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Polly has never "been employed, as her mother 
wouldn't permit her to work* However, out of her $2.50 
allowance each week, she saves fifty cents for school 
savings. 
Polly was ill for a month when she had her ton­
sils removed. She was in the hospital for two weeks 
and prior to this she was out of school for two weeks 
with the chicken-pox and several other times with 
colds and sore throat before the tonsils were removed. 
Each time she was out for illness, Polly got behind 
with her school work but never tried to make up for it. 
Polly quit school in the seventh grade. She 
admits that she has always liked school, even when she 
started in the first grade. School records show that 
she made average grades in her work. She made normal 
adjustment and had many friends. In talking with Polly, 
it was learned that she found all her subjects to be 
interesting with the exception of mathematics. "The 
mathematics teacher was too mean and wanted to whip too 
much;" all the other teachers and subjects she liked. 
Polly was very versatile and liked all sports and ac­
tivities. She played on the volley ball team, basket 
ball team and soft ball team. She was a member of the 
Y-Teens, and held the office as secretary. 
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Polly holds membership in and attends the Church 
of God. Her parents are members of a Baptist church. 
Polly attends church about once per week and enjoys 
evening service most. She believes everyone should go 
to church and live a good life. 
Club Sixteen was the name of the club to which 
Polly belonged. When questioned concerning the name of 
the club, she said.it was because most of the girls 
in the club were 16. The activities of the club are to 
give dances, parties and picnics. There are no boys in 
the club. Closest friend in the club is Katherine; some 
of the things Polly and her personal friends engaged in 
that were not done by other members of the club were 
smoking, drinking and attending public dances. 
When asked which of the parents who her favorite 
she stated that her father was, because he was better to 
her than her mother. "I spend more time with mother;" 
"my youngest brother is my favorite." "He and I seem 
to understand each other better." Polly enjoyed talk­
ing about her boyfriend at length, however, he was not 
permitted to date her. Polly felt that girls her age 
should be able to go out with boys alone. 
Polly's highest ambition is to get grown and be 
able to do as she pleases. She also expressed the fact 
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that she would like to be a movie star - one like Mari­
lyn Monroe. She admires her father most; of all the 
people she knows, she feels he is the ideal* Of all the 
people in the world she would most like to be like is 
Marilyn Monroe who is popular and sexey. When asked 
what would she buy if she had $10,000, she wanted a 
yacht, ranch, home, car and fine clothes* 
During her leisure time, Polly watches her fa­
vorite television programs, Double or Nothing and the 
Ed Sullivan show. Polly also likes to read. Her fa­
vorites are comics and fictions; she prefers these 
things because they are thrilling. 
Polly was brought to the attention of the ju­
venile court for truancy and running away. When Polly 
was in the sixth grade, she started being truant and 
running away from home. She was encouraged to be truant 
by her friends and after staying out of school several 
times began to like it. When her mother was notified 
by the visiting teacher that she was being truant she 
x?as afraid to go home. She and Katherine spent the 
night with some friends; after the same act was re­
peated several times, Polly1s mother turned her over to 
the authorities. Polly was placed on probation and re­
leased to her parents. 
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Shortly following her release or at least after 
the probation period was over, Polly8s attitude was much 
better toward her family, especially her mother. Polly 
was made to return to school, but "canEt anyone make me 
stay there." The highest ambition of this girl at this 




Mary H.} age 14, has lived with a maternal grand-
aunt since the age of one mohth» Mary's mother is men­
tally incompetent, hut was never sent to an institution, 
because various relatives took care of her. The mother 
is about 35 years old, the mother of seven children. 
Each child has a different father, and is usually given 
to some friend or relative at birth. 
Mary is the oldest child of seven, five sisters 
and a brother. The age range of the children is 15, 
13, 11, 10, 7, 5 and 3» The brother was adopted last 
year by an unmarried cousin. 
Mary's aunt and uncle, with whom she lived, 
were elderly people. The aunt was in her early sixties 
and was partially blind and crippled. The uncle was in 
failing health. The family consisted of Mary and her 
aunt and uncle. The family lived on a very low income 
of two pension checks and hand-outs from other members 
of the family. The family lived in a five room house 
in the very poor section of the Riverside neighborhood. 
The house was furnished with very old furniture, but 
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neatly kept. Gas, lights, and running x*iater were used. 
Mary started to school at the age of six and 
maintained good attendance until she reached the fourth 
grade. Records show that her grades were poor in all 
her subjects with the exception of reading and art. 
When Mary was in the fourth grade, she started being 
truant from school, telling the teacher when she returned 
that she had to keep a younger sister. In the mean­
time, she was leaving home each day pretending to go to 
school but would play all day with some friends who 
were also truants. After repeated absences, Kary?s aunt 
was visited by the visiting teacher and it was found 
that Mary had been telling stories to her aunt and tea­
chers. The girl was punished by a young uncle who checked 
on the family periodically. Following this, Mary£s at­
tendance was good for several months. In the spring of 
the same year, Mary told her aunt that the teachers beat 
her everyday and she did not want to go to school any 
more; also that the children would take her lunch money. 
The aunt visited the school and found the girlEs state­
ment to be false. Mary spent her lunch money before 
getting to school. Mary also began stealing lunches, 
and telling the teacher that her aunt did not have any 
money and was fixing her lunch each day. When it was 
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discovered that all of these things were untrue, Mary 
denied that any of them had happened* 
Mary was a very healthy looking girl, unattrac­
tive and seemed to have had an inferior complex. She 
was over-developed for her age and could have easily 
passed for a girl much older. Frequently Mary stayed 
out of school because of illness. She began her menstral 
cycle at the age of eleven. She almost went into hys­
terics at the sight of blood. She also suffered from 
severe headaches and nausea spells. 
After completing her elementary school work, 
Mary went to live with a blind aunt who lived near the 
junior high school. Mary lived here only a. short time. 
The family consisted of the aunt, a blind male roomer 
and Mary's 13 year old sister. The sister and Mary 
could not get along, because the sister would tell about 
Mary's slipping out with boys at night. Mary said she 
hated her sister and did not want to live with her any 
longer. The blind aunt sent her back to her former re­
sidence to live, saying that she was too difficult to 
handle. 
Mary's adjustment to junior high school was very 
poor. She seemed giddy and silly and most of the girls 
in her class shunned her; this she did not seem to mind. 
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She was mostly interested in making friends with boys, 
especially "boys older than she. Mary seemed to be 
starved for attention. She always wanted to run errands 
or do anything where she could get attention. In the 
last part of the eighth gradet Mary began to slip out 
with grown men and enjoyed telling of her experiences. 
It was during this time that her drunken uncle tried 
to rape her. He threatened to beat her if she told of 
his advances. The aunt was told about the young uncle5s 
advances. She was beaten severely by him and was a-
fraid to stay home with him alone. Following this, Mary 
began staying out all night with men. She said they 
were good to her and gave her money. 
During this time, the aunt, with whom Mary lived 
became ill. She was ill for several months ana passed. 
Mary again had to live with her blind aunt ana began 
staying out with men more than ever before. It was at 
this time she was brought to the attention of the ju­
venile authorities. She was incorrigable and difficult 
to handle. Mary was committed to the State School for 
Girls in Crockett, Texas. She remained for six months, 
then she was transferred, after being given several 
tests, to the mental hospital in Rusk, Texas. Mary re­
mained in Rusk for three months and then was sent home. 
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Mary is now in school again, more determined than 
ever to "be wayward. This time, instead of stying out 
with men, she is giving them her weekly allowance. She 
is looking forward to the time that she will be eighteen 






Beatrice, age 15, was brought to the attention of 
the juvenile authorities for practicing prostitution in 
the latter part of January, 1953« 
Beatrice was born February 18, 1939, in San Antonio, 
Texas. She moved to Fort Worth, Texas six years ago with 
her mother and three brothers; ages 13, 12, and 8, 
Bee's parents were born in San Antonio, Texas. 
They attended the public schools there. The father 
reached the eighth grade. He dropped out of school the 
same year, as he had to get a job to help support his 
mother and two sisters after the death of his father. 
The father was 1^1- when he had to leave school. 
The maternal family consisted of five sisters and 
three brothers. The mother reached the twelfth grade 
in school, but had to drop out before graduation be­
cause of pregnancy. The parents were forced to marry 
at the age of 19 and 17. 
Two years have passed and the father is inducted 
into the armed service. Beatrice is two years old and 
just beginning to talk. The mother takes a defense job 
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and Beatrice is left with the maternal grandmother every­
day. The mother works four months and quits because of 
pregnancy. 
The second child born to the family was a boy. 
The father was very happy because he wanted a son most 
of all. The father was overseas at this time and did 
not see the son until after his third birthday. 
At this time, Beatrice is five years old attend­
ing kindergarten. She did not like school very much and 
cried daily for the first week. 
After serving three years overseas, the father re­
turns to the states and receives an honorable discharge. 
This was a happy occasion for the family. Beatrice had 
forgotten her father. J, three years now, was meeting 
the father for the first time. J and Beatrice resented 
their mother8s affections for the father, and immediate­
ly began to resent him. After several days, however, 
he was able to ifin them over. 
After the father had been home for a year, he 
bought a five room house for the family and later a car. 
At this time trouble started; the father became rest­
less and unhappy. Several months later there was a final 
break between the parents, Beatrice, the mother and 
other children moved to Fort Worth, and began living 
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with an aunt. The children were very fond of the father. 
They thought that the mother was, to a large degree, re­
sponsible for the separation. The mother gets a job 
working in a department store making §25.00 a week. 
The family continued to live with the sister. The mother 
was finally able to save enough to rent a house and buy 
furniture. Six months later, she met T., who promised 
to pay her rent end help her if she would let him move 
in with her. The family and T. moved to a four room 
apartment renting for §15.00 per week. 
Beatrice and her oldest brother entered the Car­
ver elementary school. This time school adjustment is 
not so difficult, as one reason her cousins are attend­
ing this school. This time she seemed to have enjoyed 
attending school. Her grades were much better in all 
her subjects with the exception of mathematics and eng-
lish. Bee expressed a dislike for these teachers. 
During her first years of school, she played sick to 
keep from going to school. 
Up to this point Bee was in good health and had no 
pronounced illness. She was a very attractive girl and 
also very neat in appearance. 
Bee was not a member of a church but attended the 
Baptist church. Her parents also were not members. "I 
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go to church because my friends go, however, I think 
everyone should go; I plan, to join sometime." 
Bee felt a much closer relationship to her father 
than her mother. "Daddy treats me like I am his daugh­
ter, mother makes me do bad things." What bad things 
a.re you forced to do? My mother makes me entertain men 
sexually and I do not want to do it." Beatrice and her 
mother were reported to the juvenile authorities by a 
neighbor. Later there was a hearing; Bee was sent to 
Girls School In Crockett, Texas. Her mother had to pay 
a fine; the amount was not learned. It x?as felt that 
the mother was unfit to keep the girl. Bee remained in 
the school for two years and returned home. Six months 
later she was returned to the school and stayed for 
another year. Bee hold.s her mother responsible for the 
trouble she had. She hopes to go to night school and 
complete her education. Bee resents going to public 





Pat, age 10, moved to Fort Worth, In 1950. She 
and her family came from Tulsa, Oklahoma. Pe.t was the 
youngest of four children, three boys; ages 12, lh and 
16. Pat was a child of mixed parents - the father was 
Negro and the mother Indian. 
The family lived in the slum section near the 
tracks on the East side. A four room house with shabby 
furniture provided a home for the family. Running wa­
ter, lights and kerosene stove were used in the home. 
Pat's mother and father were married at a very 
early age. They ran away to get married, because the 
mother's father did not want her to marry a Negro. 
The parents received very little education. The mother 
reached the third grade and the father the seventh grade. 
The father was employed by the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Company as a section hand and the mother was unemployed. 
Pat attended elementary school in her neighborhood. 
Her brothers attended junior high school in another 
section of the city. Pat's adjustment to school was 
very slow; with the help of the homeroom teacher she 
Case V 
Page - 2 
finally made some friends. The girl's school record 
was average? however, it was felt by the teacher that 
Pat could have been a much better student if she had 
not had a complex. Pat was frequently in fights and 
made such remarks as, "those I can't whip my brothers 
can." On two occasions Pat tried to fight the teacher. 
She was punished and sent home. The next day her father 
brought her back to school explaining that this type of 
action would not happen again. The father also stated 
Pat had tried to fight her mother. The mother could 
not punish her unless he was home. Once when the 
father was out of town the oldest son beat the mother 
severely because she refused to give him the amount of 
money he wanted. 
At the age of 13, Pat was allowed to join the 
gang with her brothers. This step marked the beginning 
of her career as a juvenile delinquent. The gang to 
which Pat belonged was known as the Ear King Gang. 
They terrorized the East Side of town and Riverside 
areas. The methods used to establish this reign of 
terror varied. Their victims were of every age and 
size. They cursed and threatened passersby; engaged 
in rock fights and cursing bouts with neighborhood 
children and adults. They threw stones at elderly men 
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and women sitting on porches and bullied every child in 
the neighborhood. In all of this, they were upheld by 
the mother and their uncles. Finally the boys were ex­
pelled from school. Pat was sent home for a week. She 
dared the teacher to punish her. She had a gang fight 
with some girls because they made Indian whoops at her. 
Charges were filed by the girls' parents and Pat was 
brought to the attention of the juvenile authorities. 
She was placed on probation in her home. Five months 
later, Pat, in the company with her brothers, assaulted 
a neighbor's boy. The boy was a semi-invalid and charges 
were filed again. Authorities had delayed action as 
long as possible on account of their youth, hoping that 
no drastic measures would be necessary. Charges were 
filed and about fifty witnesses volunteered to appear 
against them. The mother, throughout the trial, denied 
their guilt. Pat was committed to the Girl's Training 
School at Crockett, Texas. She was sent for an inde­
terminate period not to exceed her twenty-first birth­
day. The boys were sent to Gatesville, Texas until 
they reached their twenty-first birthdays respectively. 
CASS VI 
Dell 
Dell K. , age 16, was "born December 15, 19^1 in 
Fort Worth, Texas. Dell lives at 2012 Gilvin Street. 
The family has resided at the present address for a 
period of 15 years. Dell lives with her mother and 
other members of the family. The family consists of 
five other children, two boys; ages 19 and 23, three 
sisters; ages 20, 25 and 28. Besides the adult mem­
bers of the family, three grand children are in the 
family. One brother and one sister are married and 
live away from home, but their children live with the 
grandmother. 
The mother, age about 55, dropped out of school 
in the seventh grade. She works in a department store 
as a maid on a salary of #30.00 per week. The father, 
age 48, is a porter for the Santa Fe Railway Company. 
His salary is approximately #375.00 per month. The 
father quit school in the eleventh grade. The parents 
have been divorced for a period of ten years. The fa­
ther is married again. The father gives Dell #35.00 
per month for support. Dell usually spends weekends 
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with her father when he is in town. She dislikes her 
stepmother; "she thinks that she is white." 
The family owns their home. They live in a six 
room frame house in a deteriorated neighborhood. This 
neighborhood is surrounded by large factories and rail­
road tracks. The home is provided with running water, 
and other modern conveniences. The home is modestly 
furnished and well kept. Dell shares a room with her 
two sisters, but expressed a desire for a room of her 
own. The family takes a daily paper, The Fort Worth 
Star Telegram, a weekly paper, 'The Fort Worth Mind and 
a weekly magazine, Sepia. 
Dell was employed for a year as a car hop at a 
Drive Inn. Slie is unemployed at this time; says she 
does not want to work anymore. While she was working 
she bought clothes with most of her money. 
Three years ago, Dell dropped out of school and 
was ill for about a month. This illness she was reluc­
tant to discuss. Reports from the caseworker indicate 
she was pregnant at this time. She later had a set of 
twins who were placed in an orphanage and later were 
adopted by a good family. After the children were 
born Dell stayed out of school for a year and then re­
turned for three months and dropped out again. 
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At this writing, Dell is not in school* She quit 
in the tenth grade* She had not liked school since she 
was in the seventh grade. In discussing favorite sub­
jects and dislikes, she was interested in sewing and 
liked art least; expressed a strong admiration for the 
sewing teacher and hated the art teacher. The art tea­
cher was disliked "because she felt she had reported her 
to the Dean of Women for being pregnant. School records 
revealed that, from the first through the sixth grades, 
Dell was a good student, making mostly good grades. In 
Junior high school her grades began to be average. Dur­
ing this period, it was observed that Dell had a very-
unpleasant disposition. She frequently urged fights and 
was insobordinate to the teacher. She also suffered 
from an inferiority complex. She felt, because of her 
extremely dark color and short hair, that no one liked 
her. 
Dell is a member of the Baptist church, however, 
other members of her family are members of the Church of 
God. When asked why she attended this church, she said, 
"because my friends attend this church." Sunday School 
was her favorite service. 
"I am crasy about the gang. The only time I have 
any fun is when I am with the gang. We usually go 
to the park so we can meet our boyfriends and "neck" 
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a little." Mother won't let me go out with a boy. 
I meet him away from home and do as I please and 
stay out as long as I want to. She can't do any­
thing about it other than beat me. I have had so 
many of them until I don't care anymore." 
Mother is my favorite member in the family. I 
like my father, but not as much as mother, because he 
left my mother and married that old ugly woman (re­
ferring to stepmother.) Mother is good to me, tries to 
buy me what I want. I like my brother next to me second 
best. He is in a gang also and sometimes he takes me 
with him and this I like. My girlfriends are Norma and 
Jessie; they like to do the same things I do. "My boy­
friend and I always meet in the park; we start necking, 
then later "it happens." I do it because he wants me 
to and I love him." 
Dell expressed a strong desire to travel and even 
get married and have a family. She wanted to be like 
her Sunday School teacher, who, according to Dell, is 
sweet and attractive. During leisure time, Dell spends 
a great deal of time listening to the radio and watching 
T.V.; favorits program is Ed Sullivan's, "Toast of the 
Town." 
Dell was brought to juvenile court for incorrigi­
bility. At the time of apprehension she was living away 
from home with her boyfriend. Deli was referred to the 
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courts by her mother} stating that she could not handle 
the girl. Dell was released and placed on probation. 
CASE VII 
Eosaland 
Eosaland, age 17, was born August 1, 1938 in Fort 
Worth, Texas. She was brought to the attention of the 
juvenile court for helping members of the gang of which 
she was a member, pick pockets. She was also reported 
for burglary and other misdemeanors. 
Bosaland, along with five other sisters and bro­
thers, live with the paternal grandparents, ages 65 
and 68. The only source of income for the family is two 
pension checks. Rosaland{s 16 year old brother has a 
little girl that lives with the family. Little is known 
about Rosalandfs father, as he left the mother when Eo-
saland and her oldest brother were very small. The rest 
of the children, most of them were fathered by different 
men, are half sisters and brothers to Sosaland. When 
the family last heard from the father, he was living in 
Chicago. The mother hs,s been in Husk Sanitorium for 
four years; doctors seem to think that a veneral disease 
was responsible for the mother going insane. 
The grandparents rent and pay $10.00 per week for 
a five room frame house. Rosaland shares a room 'with 
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two sisters and youngest "brother. The home is equipped 
with modern conveniences, however, the furniture in the 
home is very poor from long use. The family takes a 
daily paper, The Star Telegram and Rosaland takes a week­
ly magazine, Sepia. 
At one time, Hosaland had a small job doing day 
work in a private home, however, at this time she was 
unemployed. Her unemployment was because she was on pro­
bation and the person she worked for fired her. During 
the time she worked, she made about $15.00 per weekf of 
which she gave her parents $10.00 and shared the rest 
with her younger brothers and sisters. The oldest bro­
ther also had a part-time job and made contributions 
to the family income. 
Hosaland never had any serious illness, only the 
usual childhood diseases and occasionally the sore throat. 
Each of the ailments lasted from seven to fourteen days. 
A doctor was never used; the grandmother always used 
various home remedies and teas. 
Hosaland was a large girl for her age and seems 
to have resented being in the class with children her 
own age and started being truant from school in the third 
grade, along with her oldest brother. After repeated 
absentees, the visiting tea.cher reported Hosaland to her 
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parents. The grandmother seemed to believe that the 
teacher was making up something on her child and resented 
him very much. After this, Sosaland stayed out as much 
as she wanted to, because she felt that she had her pa­
rent and grandmother on her side. School records show 
that her grades were very poor, mostly because of lack 
of interest and repeated absentees. Sosaland appeared 
very withdrawn"and never tried to make friends with 
children her own age. She was interested in associat­
ing with older girls and boys. Music seemed to have 
been her favorite subject and the music teacher was her 
favorite teacher. It seemed that she preferred the music 
teacher, because she would let her play the piano in 
the music class sometimes, and this made her feel very 
important, because she was doing something important, 
because she was the only student in the class that could 
play. It seems that the girl was gifted to music, as 
she had had no previous lessons. After reaching the 
sixth grade, Sosaland decided to quit school. The mother 
and grandmother tried to stop her, but after several ef­
forts, gave up the idea.. 
Sosaland attends a Baptist church, however, she 
does not belong to any church; her grandparents are 
members of this same church. "I only go to church because 
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I have to do: the church services are too long and tir­
ing." Church is usually attended once per week. 
It appears that Rosaland did not belong to any 
clubs but she belonged to a gang. The gang was loca­
ted in her neighborhood and it appeared from her talk 
that she was the leader. Bob and John were her closest 
friends in the gang, outside her brother. The gang met 
every day after school at Bob's house, because most of 
the members attended school. Rosaland vfas brought in­
to the gang by her brother. Some of the gang's acti­
vities were stealing gasoline out of parked cars, letting 
aid out of tires, being tough and breaking up teen-age 
dances when they were not invited, picking pockets and 
other games of fun. 
Finally, the gang was tracked down by the police 
and its members were turned over to the juvenile pro­
bation office; all persons involved were sent to reform 
school; Rosaland stayed for three years since her sen­
tence was of a three-fold nature. Rosaland is home 
again. She appears to have a different perspective on 
life. Her grandfather passed while she was away. She 
wants to make up to her grandmother for all the trouble 
she has caused and take care of her. 
CASE VIII 
Mae 
Mae, age 15, was born in Dallas, Texas Septem­
ber 10, 19^1. Mae now lives at 5520 E. Luella Street 
and has lived at this address for three years. 
Mae livew with her parents, Rand D., age 32 
and Belle, age 31® The father is a waiter, ana the 
mother is a maid at John Peter Smith Hospital. The 
average family income is $85*00 per week. The father 
reached the tenth grade in school. He had to drop out 
of school to help support his mother and other members 
of the family. His father was a drunkard and gambler 
and would not support his family. The mother reached 
the ninth grade before dropping out of school to care 
for an invalid mother. 
There are two other children in the family - two 
girls; ages 13 and 10. A paternal cousin lives with 
the family part-time.. 
The family lives in a four room brick apartment 
and pays $15.00 per week, Mae shares a room with her 
two sisters and cousin. 
The home is provided with running water inside, 
indoor toilet, gas for heating and cooking, and electricity. 
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The furniture is modern and the place is very neatly 
kept. Mae seemed to have enjoyed talking about her 
home. She would like, however, to have a room of her 
own. 
Mae is a member of the Baptist Church. Her pa­
rents also attend this church. Usually she attends 
every Sunday. Sunday School is her favorite service. 
Mae expressed a strong' belief in God, and thought that 
everyone should attend Church. 
"My father is my favorite member of the family. 
I understand him better than I do mother. I spend most 
of mjr time with him." "I like my oldest sister better 
than my youngest sister." "She and I canEt run toget­
her, because she thinks she is too good. Norma, and 
Sheron are my best friends, because we like the same 
things." 
"I have a real find boy friend; he is 23, he 
dates me at least three times a week and we have "loads" 
of fun." 
Mae expressed a desire for a fine home, car and 
some day, a husband and children. The Sunday School 
teacher seemed to have inspired her a great deal. She 
was also influenced by her physical education teacher 
whom she thought was very attractive. 
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Mae is permitted to go to the movies three times 
per week. She likes romantic pictures, also watches 
television and listens to the radio. Favorite televi­
sion program is One Man's Family. The family takes 
daily papers, The Fort Worth Press and two weekly papers, 
The Dallas Express and The Fort Worth Mind. The family 
owns a car and sometime Mae is permitted to drive it for 
her own use. 
Mae has never been employed and did not appear 
interested in working. 
Mae has never been seriously ill. She has had 
the usual childhood communicable diseases, but has 
never had to have a doctor. 
Prior to being sent to the State School in 
Crockett, Mae was in the ninth grade. She seemed to 
like school; her favorite subjects were mathematics, 
civics and english. She expressed a strong dislike 
for art and homemaking; liked were mathematics and 
english teachers. "The Art Teacher and I didn't get 
©long well." "She used to keep me in after school so 
I didn't like her." Mae was a member of the student 
council. She was also active in sports and clubs. 
School records revealed that Mae was a good stu­
dent. She vi&s brought to the attention of the juvenile 
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court by the police. Mae, in the company of her boy­
friend and another couple, was apprehanded while speed­
ing one night and driving without a license. She was 
reported on a D.W.I, charge. After the hearing, Mae 
was released to her parents. Later, Mae started drink­
ing again and staying out late at night. This time she 
was reported by her mother, who requested that she be 
sent to reform school. Mae was sent to Crockett and 
remained for one year. She is now back in school in 




Marilyn, age 12, was born in Calvert, Texas, 
April 21, 19^. She moved to Fort Worth with her pa­
rents when she was about five years old* Since living 
in Fort Worth, the family has lived in two or more places. 
The present address is 10^ Golver Street in the cen­
ter of a slum neighborhood. Marilyn started going to 
some of the clubs in the neighborhood with her mother 
when she was about 8 years old. 
Marilyn lives with her mother. Her parents 
have been separated for two years. Her father is a 
truck driver and her mother is a maid.in a private 
home. The mother8s income is about $25.00 per week. 
The father, age 32, reached the seventh grade in school. 
The mother, age 25, reached the eleventh grade. The 
mother dropped out of school so she could get married. 
There are two other children in the family. 
A brother, age 10, and a sister, age ?. A maternal 
aunt and uncle also lives with the family. 
The family rents and pays $15.00 per week for a 
four room frame house. There is no modern furniture 
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in the home. Oil is used for cooking and an out door 
flush toilet is used. Marilyn shares a room with her 
sister and brother. 
The home is furnished in a very shabby manner. 
No daily or weekly paper is taken by the family. Some­
times mother brings old papers and magazines from work. 
Marilyn was reluctant to talk about her home. 
She indicated that she was ashamed most times to bring 
her friends home with her, because the house was shabby 
and over-crowded. 
Marilyn8s first job was baby sitting. She made 
$10.00 per week. She disliked having to give her mother 
$5.00 of it each week. What do you do with the amount 
you keep for yourself? "I save it until I get enough 
to buy some clothes or sometimes I bank with the school 
savings. 
Marilyn has never been seriously ill. She has 
had the usual child communicable diseases. 
Marilyn reached the seventh grade. She never 
liked school. When asked why, "I can find more thrilling 
things to do other than to sit in a classroom all day 
and listen to the old teacher." Subjects liked best 
were music and sewing; subjects liked least were social 
studies, reading and mathematics. Teachers liked best 
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were Music and Sewing teachers.. They were good teachers; 
you could talk in the room. In checking Marilyn1s school 
record, it appeared that she could have been a good stu­
dent if she had been in regular attendance. Best grades 
appeared in those subjects she expressed a like for. 
Marilyn was a member of the volleyball team and 
track team. She made the majoretts her first year in 
junior high. After football season she dropped out of 
school. Marilyn belongs to the East Side Club. The 
club engaged in making ceramics, hand painting, leather -
crafts, and sometimes gave parties. Outside the club, 
Marilyn and her friends usually played cards. The club 
was made up of both boys and girls. 
Marilyn also belonged to a gang. She was reluc­
tant to discuss activities of the gang. 
When asked about her relationship to other mem­
bers of the family, she perferred or liked her mother 
better than the father. She was bitter toward the fa­
ther, because he had left the mother. She liked her 
brothers better than her sister. When asked why, be­
cause mother loves my sister more than me. She buys 
her more things than she does for me. 
Marilyn was very eager to talk about her boyfriend 
who, incidentally, was not allowed to come and date her. 
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She and. the boyfriend usually met at a friend's house, 
the show, or at the "Square." When asked about some 
of the things she and the boyfriend did, she stated, 
we go to the show, the park, and go to Mary's house. 
"He always have a good time; he likes to hug and kiss. 
Marilyn expressed a strong desire to get mar­
ried at the age of eighteen. She feels that at this 
age, mother would give her concent. She was impressed 
a great deal with her music teacher and said that she 
would like to be like her; also she would like to be 
like her pastor's wifr, who is very attractive and wears 
pretty clothes. 
Marilyn belongs to the Methodist Church and at­
tends every Sunday. She likes Sunday School better than 
other services and is the Sunday School secretary; how­
ever, she only goes to church because her mother makes 
her. 
"I usually go to the movies twice a week. I 
like love pictures; they are "solid senders." Marilyn 
listens to the radio and watches television most of her 
time. Teen Times and love stories are her favorites; 
she likes to read True Confession and Confidential Ma­
gazines. 
Marilyn was brought to juvenile court for sex 
delinquencies. She had been seeing a married man since 
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the age of ten,, John J. was a friend of Marilyn's un­
cle. He visited the family often and always played 
with Marilyn. Each visit he would bring her candy or 
ice cream. Sometimes he wanted to take her riding. 
It was shortly after her eleventh birthday that she had 
her first intimate relationship with J.J. Finally, her 
mother walked in on them one day and Marilyn was re­
ported to the juvenile probation office. After the 
first appearance, Marilyn was released but reported 
several other times. Finally, Marilyn was sent to the 
State School in Crockett, Texas. She stayed in Crockett 
for two years and was released. 
Last year, Marilyn came back to school. She 
has made some progress in adjusting herself to normal 
living. She still does not like school, but is making 




Margaretj age 17, was born March 2, 1939 in 
Galveston, Texas. She and her family now live at 1025 
E. 20th Street. The family moved to Fort Worth, Texas 
ten years ago. 
The father is a packing house worker. His 
average weekly income is $86.00 per week. The father is 
4l years old. He attained the eleventh grade in school. 
The mother, Carrie, is ̂ 3 years old. The mother 
attained the twelfth grade, but did not graduate. Mar­
garet's family consists of the parents, a twenty-two 
year old sister, daughter and two cousins. The oldest 
daughter is married and has two children; however, they 
do not live at home. 
The family owns its o;vn home. The home is a 
five room stucco house. The home is provided with all 
modern facilities and is furnished well. The family 
owns a car and Margaret is permitted to use the car. 
Margaret was once employed as a soda fountain 
girl. She made itlO.OO per week. She used her money 
for buying school supplies and buying clothes. Margaret 
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had to stop work because she became seriously ill. She 
had a nervous breakdown and was hospitalized for about 
three months. 
At the time of this writing, Margaret was not 
attending school. She stopped school in the tenth grade. 
Margaret's subjects liked best were english, biology 
and chemistry. Margaret wants to be a doctor someday. 
Margaret engaged in most of the sports in school. She 
was also a member of the Future Nurse club. 
Margaret and her parents were members of the 
Methodist church. She attended church at least once 
per week. Her favorite church services were Sunday 
School and morning service., Margaret expressed a belief 
in God; she also felt that everyone should go to church. 
Margaret came to the attention of the juvenile 
authorities through the school. She was referred, be­
cause she was homo-sexual and had forced her attention 
on a girl. After the sex act, she brutally beat the 
girl. Margaret was placed in the hospital under obser­




Gloria G., age 1^, was born May 1, 19^2 in 
Fort Worth, Texas. Gloria was brought to the atten­
tion of the juvenile court for stealing money. Gloria 
lives at 12k2% Liveoak Street. This street is located 
in a slum section of the city. Gloria has lived at 
this address for four years. Prior to this time, she 
lived at 1000 East 10th Street in the same neighborhood. 
Father, Richard G., age 3^, and mother, Evelyn, 
age 30, were both killed in a ca,r wreck four years ago. 
Since that time, Gloria and her two brothers have lived 
with their grandmother. The family consists of Gloria, 
two brothers, ages 10 and 5, and their grandmother with 
whom they live. Gloria's grandmother is a maid for a 
wealthy family. She makes -1r^+3®00 per week on which she 
supports the family. The children also get social se­
curity checks from the death of their parents. 
The family lives in a $10.00 per week rent house. 
It is a small, frame house with only four rooms. Gloria 
shares a room with her grandmother. The two brothers 
share a room. The home is provided with running water 
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and an outside flush toilet shared with others. The 
house is lighted with electricity, wood is used for 
heating purposes, and oil is used for cooking. The home 
is furnished with a "beautiful television set and radio. 
The rest of the furniture is very shabby looking and 
in need of repair. No daily paper is taken by the fami­
ly, however, the grandmother brings newspapers and 
magazines home from work. 
Gloria was employed in a laundry after school. 
She was fired, because she was taken to juvenile court 
for stealing. 
Through the years, Gloria has remained in good 
health, however, she has had the communicable childhood 
diseases; measles, chicken pox, and mumps. Home re­
medies were used and a doctor was not necessary. On 
these occasions when Gloria was out of school, she got 
behind in her school work. Gloria never did extra work 
to make up for being out. 
Gloria, started to school at age seven and seemed 
to like going to school very much. She made many friends 
and was a popular little girl. School records show that 
she has made good grades throughout her school career. 
When Gloria was in the sixth grade, it was first no­
ticed by the art teacher that she -would take things 
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belonging to other people. The first thing she stole 
was a fountain pen belonging to a seat mate of hers. 
Gloria said that her grandmother had bought it for her. 
Gloria, now in the eighth grade, still sctys 
that she likes school. Her favorite subjects are read-
ing and spelling. These subjects are preferred because 
she makes better grades in these subjects than in other 
subjects. The reading and spelling teachers are her 
favorite teachers, because they seem to be more help­
ful and understanding. English is the subject that is 
liked least, because the teacher is too mean. Gloria 
engaged in most of the school activities. She played 
on the soft-ball team and the basket-ball team. She 
is also a member of the Y-Teens. 
Gloria attends a Baptist church and is also a 
member of this church. Her grandmother is a member of 
the Church of God. The Baptist church is Gloria8s per-
ference, because her parents belonged to this church. 
Church is usually attended once per week. She enjoys 
the morning service most, and Sunday School least. 
When asked why she goes to church, she answered, "be­
cause it is right to go." She expressed a belief in 
God and prayer. When asked why she prayed, she ans­
wered, "for long life and good health." 
Group activities and clubs did not appeal to Gloria. 
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Grandmother is Gloria®s favorite parent. This 
is because she does not ha.ve anyone else. Actually, 
she is not very fond of her grandmother, because she can­
not get most of the things that she wants. Gloria is 
very fond of her two brothers and her girl friends, 
Juanita and Mary Katherine. 
Gloria was very eager to talk about her boy­
friend. He is not allowed to date her. She feels that 
every girl should have a boyfriend and be able to go 
out with him at age 14. Gloria wants to get married 
most, stated her grandmother. Previously she had ad­
mitted that she wasn5t very fond of her grandmother. 
Gloria wanted to be like the clerk in her church. To 
her, this person was very attractive, popular and well 
dressed at all times. When asked what she would do if 
she had $10,000, she wanted a Cadillac car, a fifteen 
room house, diamonds and beautiful clothes. 
Gloria did not like to go to the movie but 
listened to the radio and television instead. Her 
favorite radio program is Teen Times; favorite televi­
sion program is Ed Sullivan and Lil® Rascals. Gloria 
also likes to read. Her favorite readings are comics, 
murder stories and True Romances. She also enjoys going 
to the library. 
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Gloria was brought to the juvenile court for 
stealing #25.00.from a neighbor. She went to this per­
son's house to borrow some thread for her grandmother. 
Seeing: the money on the dresser, she could not resist 
taking it. At first, she would not admit taking the 
money, but upon further questioning by her grandmother, 
she admitted how wrong she had been to take the money. 
The money was returned several days later and Gloria's 
case was dismissed since this was her first offense. 
When Gloria returned to school, it was learned 
that she had been called in for stealing. Many of the 
students teased her and called her names. She resented 
this action said cried for several days. It is believed 
that she has learned her lesson and wants to try to do 
the right thing from now on. She would like to finish 
school and get a job. 
CASE XII 
Billy 
Billyj age l6„ was sent to Port Worth, Texas on 
January 28, 1955 "bo live with her sister, M., from a 
detention home in Los Angele^, California where she had 
been committed two years before. Billy was sent to 
live with her sister, because juvenile authorities felt 
that Billy's mother was not fit to keep her. 
Billy is the youngest child of six - three sis-
ters and two brothers - whose age range is 32, 30? 27, 
28 and 25 respectively. The girls in the family are 
the oldest, with the exception of Billy. It was de­
cided that M. was the most desirable member of the 
family for Billy to live with. M. is married, with two 
children and leads a rather respectable life in the com­
munity. The other two sisters have been married, but 
are now divorced from their husbands. The brother, who 
is married, didn't want to keep Billy. Ke felt that 
she would be bad influence for his children, whose ages 
are ten and thirteen. 
The parents received very little education. The 
mother quit school in the fifth grade, because she lived 
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so far from school and had no transportation,, The father 
reached the ninth grade, but did not complete it. The 
parents married at an early age and moved to Fort Worth 
in 1939 where the father was employed as a. truck driver 
making a small salary and the mother worked as a maid 
making about $10.00 per week. During the war, the pa­
rents and Billy moved to California where the family 
troubles started the father getting drunk and throwing 
away his money, and later the parents separated. Two 
years later, the mother sent for the other children and 
they moved to California, but stayed only a short time. 
The mother met T. and afterwards, married him. The ol­
der children disliked T. and later moved back to Texas 
and lived with their grandmother until they were grown. 
In school, it was noticed that Billy was a child 
starving for attention and demanded as much attention 
from the teacher as possible. She was an average stu­
dent and had good attendance through the seventh grade. 
After this time, she was truant from school most of the 
time. It was learned that Billy's mother left her at 
night by herself; the child was frightened, didn't sleep 
and stayed home the next day to sleep. The mother was 
turned over to the authorities and Billy was sent to a 
detention home, because it was felt that her mother was 
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not fit to keep her.. After her release from the deten­
tion home in California, Billy was sent to Fort Worth 
to live with her sister F. F. tried to make a good 
home for Billy, but she was never satisfied and soon 
started associating with the wrong kind of company which 
lead to Billy being placed on probation, 
Billy, in the company of her boyfriend ana others, 
was brought to the police station for car stealing. In 
talking with Billy, it was learned that she had nothing 
to do with the stealing, but was watching for the others. 
The boys were sent to Gatesville and Billy was placed 
on probation. 
Billy blames her misfortune on her mother and 
boyfriend. She feels, that, if she had had a good home, 
she would have never resorted to doing wrong. She 
hopes to go back to California and live with her mother 
and start life over again. 
CASE XIII 
Marie 
Marie, age 16, was brought to the attention of 
the juvenile authorities for shop-lifting and drinking. 
Marie was born August 9» 19^0 in Houston, Texas. 
She and her family now live at 2202 Berry Street. The 
family has lived at this address for ten years. 
The father, James Jones, age ̂ 0, works in a 
mill. The weekly salary is about $>58.00. The father 
reached the tenth grade in school. The mother, Mary 
J., age 36} works in a laundry. Her average weekly in­
come is $15.00 per week. 
The family consists of the parents and three 
children. Their ages are 13} 10 and 7. The family 
own their home. The home is a four room frame house. 
Marie shares a room ifith a baby brother. The home is 
provided with the following: running water outside, 
out door privy shared with others; the home is lighted 
by kerosene lamps, and an oil stove is used for cook­
ing and heating purposes. The furniture in the home 
is poor and in need of repair. The family does not take 
a daily paper. The family owns a car, but Marie is not 
permitted to use it. 
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Marie is ill periodically; she suffers from 
• amnesia. One summer she was ill for two months® 
Marie quit school in the eighth grade® She 
perferred mathematics to other subjects® Marie liked 
most of her teachers. She related, "school is too dull 
and uninteresting." School records show that Marie 
was a good student. Marie was active in all school ac­
tivities and participated in most of the school sports® 
Marie belonged to the Baptist church. She at­
tended church at least once per week. She liked morn­
ing service better than other services. "I go to church 
because I have to; my mother makes me go." 
"The Jive Club is my club. We drink, smoke and 
do anything else that is exciting. We, that is the 
gang, meet every day at the drug store." 
Marie liked her mother better than her father. 
She stated that her mother was better to her than her 
father. She also stated that her mother let her go 
out with her boyfriend when the father was out. "My 
boyfriend and I have been intimate about three times." 
"We usually go to the park or to his house." 
Marie, in the company with two other girls, was 
picked up down town by the police. They had been steal­
ing jewelry. The girls had also been drinking. The 
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police reported them to the probation office. This was 
their first offense, so they were released to their 
parents and placed on probation. The girls must also 
return to school. 
CASE XIV 
Lena L. 
Lena L., age 17, was born July 5, 1939. Lena 
was born in Houston, Texas. Five years later she and 
her family moved to Fort Worth, Texas. The family now 
lives at 2027 Maple Street. 
The father, Thomas H., age 46, lives in Houston, 
Texas. The father is a construction worker and makes 
approximately $65.00 a week. The father is a high school 
graduate. 
The mother, Geneva, age 36t lives in Los 'Ange­
les, California. The mother is a maid for Bettie Davis. 
The mother makes a salary of approximately $75.00 per 
week. The mother attained the eleventh grade in school. 
Lena1s parents have been divorced about twelve 
years. The father is married again to Edna H. 
Lena and her brother, age 10, live with their 
paternal grandparents. They have lived with the grand­
parents for twelve years. 
The grandparents own their home. They live in 
a four room frame house. Lena and her brother share a 
room together. The home is provided with modern facilities 
Case XIV 
Page - 2 
The home is furnished well ©aid neatly kept. The family 
takes a daily paper, The Fort Worth Press and a weekly 
paper, The Fort Worth Mind. 
At one time, Lena had a part-time job. She made 
flO.QO per week. The money she made was used for her 
own personal use. 
Lena reached the twelfth grade in school, but 
did not graduate. She liked school and some day wanted 
to complete her education. She liked most of her sub­
jects; subjects liked best were typing, and cosmotology. 
She did not like mathematics; it was too hard. 
Lena was active in school activities. She also 
held the office of secretary in the dramatics club. 
Lena attends the Baptist church; she is also a 
member of this church. She attends church at least 
once per week. Her favorite church service is Sunday 
School. She feels that everyone should attend church. 
Lena's mother is her favorite parent. Periodi­
cally, she has visited her in California. She dislikes 
her father, because he married Edna H. 
"My boyfriend is tall and handsome. I think I am 
in love with home. Grandmother doesn't like him 
and won't let me go out with him. I slip and see 
him about three times a week. I think a girl should 
have a sexual intercourse with her boyfriend if 
she loves him." 
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Lena was brought to the attention of the juvenile 
court by the visiting teacher. She and her boyfriend 
were picked up at school for handling dope. It was la­
ter learned that Lena had 110 part in the dope handling. 
Lena was released on suspicion. Two months later, Lena 
was picked up again; this time she was carrying three 
sticks in her socks. Lena was sent to Crockett State 
School for Girls. 
CASE XV 
Minnie 
Minnie, age 16, was "born March 6, 19^0. She 
was "born in Fort Worth, Texas. She and her family 
live at 110 East Fourth Street. 
Little is known about Minnie's father, who 
died when she was very young. The mother, age 36» is 
a waitress. Her weekly income is $35*00* The mother 
attained the eighth grade in school. 
The family consists of Minnie's mother, mater­
nal grandparents, and two cousins. The family owns a 
seven room brick home. Minnie has a room of her own. 
She seems to be very proud of it. The home is provided 
with modern facilities. The home is modestly furnished 
and well kept. The family takes two daily papers and 
one magazine. There is also a family car. 
Minnie was in an accident four years ago and 
broke her leg. She has remained in good health, other 
than the usual childhood diseases. 
Minnie did not like school. She was in the 
ninth grade when she dropped out of school. She liked 
physical education. She felt she was her own boss in 
this class. 
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Minnie and her family belong to the Catholic 
church. She attends at least twice a week. Minnie was 
not active in any clubs or other activities. 
Minnie was brought to the attention of the juve­
nile authorities by her mother. The mother felt that 
Minnie x\ras a prostitute. She wanted the girl sent to 
the girls1 school in Crockett, Texas. It was later 
learned that Minnie was not a prostitute, but had been 
helping another girl in prostitution. 
Minnie was placed on probation and sent home. 




Annie B., age 1^, was born January 1, 19^)4. 
Annie was born in Greenville, Texas. She and her 
family live at 21^1- So. Sylvania Street. They have 
lived at this address for four years. 
The father, age 35? is a porter for the Santa 
Fe Railroad Company. The father5s monthly income is 
about §350.00. The father attained the eighth grade 
in school. 
The mother died five years ago. Two years ago 
the father married again. The stepmother, age 29, is 
unemployed. The family consists of parents and six 
children. There are two boys, ages 10 and *4-. There 
are three girls, other than Annie, whose ages are 6, 
8 and 12 years. 
The family own their home. They live in a 
five room frame house. Annie and her three sisters 
share a room together. The home is provided with modern 
facilities. The home is furnished well, and neatly 
kept. The family takes a daily paper, The Fort Worth 
Press and a weekly paper, The Fort Worth Mind. There 
is a family car, but Annie is not permitted to use it. 
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Sometimes Annie baby sits. She usually makes 
about |3.00 per week. This money is spent for her 
personal use. Annie quit school in the eighth grade. 
She liked schoolf but got tired of going. Annie was 
not active in any school activities. 
Annie attends and is a member of the Episco­
pal church. She is the pianist for her Sunday School 
department. She attends all the church services on 
Sunday. 
Annie was very fond of her father,, but did not 
like her stepmother. She felt that her stepmother re­
sented her. The stepmother also made a difference in 
her child and the step-children. 
Annie was referred to the juvenile probation 
office by her stepmother. The stepmother was trying to 
punish Annie and her oldest sister. Annie beat her up 
and for this was referred to the authorities. The father 
was away when this incident happened. Annie was placed 
on probation and sent home to her father. Annie now 




Hattie L., age 14, was born April 4-, 194-2 in 
Jacksonville, Texas. Hattie now lives with her mother 
at 14-01 E. Third Street. The family has lived at this 
address for a period of three years and prior to this 
time lived at 1101 East 10th Street. 
The father, W., lives in Mt. Pleasant, Texas 
and is a farmer. Little is known about the father, other 
than he quit school in about the fifth grade. The 
mother, Lucy L., age 35? is a laundress with a weekly 
income of about 135.00. The mother reached the ele­
venth grade in school; quit in order to get married. 
HattieSs parents have been separated for about ten 
years, but have been divorced for about two years. 
There are two other children in the family be­
side Hattie. A cousin lives with the family; age of 
the other children are: brother 12 and sister 8. 
The family lives in a four room, frame house 
in a slum neighborhood. Hattie once said, "I hate my 
house, why do I have to live in a place like this?" 
Hattie shares a room with her mother, and this she hates. 
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The home is provided with modern conveniences and the 
furniture is fairly new and well kept. The family takes 
two papers, a daily and a weekly. 
Hattie was employed for a short time doing day 
work after school and on Saturdays. She usually made 
15.00 per week and car fare. The money she made was 
used to buy school supplies and lunch during the week. 
Hattie was out of school for a week with a cold; other­
wise, she has been in good health. 
Hattie is very active in school activities and 
seems to like school. She is in the eighth grade at 
this time. School records revealed that she was a good 
student and liked most of her subjects and teachers. 
Hattie belongs to the Csnholic church, but other mem­
bers of her family are members of the Baptist church. 
She became Catholic, because she attended the Catholic 
school until she was in the seventh grade. "I believe 
it is right to go to some church. I attend at least 
once per week." 
"I am a member of club "Seventeen;" we have 
loads of fun. We usually dance, play cards, smoke and 
do a little of everything." 
In the company with others, Hattie was brought 
to the attention of the juvenile court for smoking and 
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peddling dope. She stayed out of school most of the 
time, because she was drunk from smoking dope. Hattie 
was reported and given forty-eight hours to get out of 
town or otherwise she would be sent to reform school. 
The mother sent Hattie to live with her father, where 
she must stay until she is grown; that is, of age, be­
fore she can live with her mother again. Reports revea 




Jean W., age 13, was brought to the attention 
of the juvenile court the first time for staying out 
with a married man. The second charge was for trying 
to perform an abortion. 
Jean was born January 2, 19^3 in Marlin, Texas. 
The family moved to Fort Worth about nine years ago. 
She now lives at 1025 East Liveoak Street. Jean has 
lived with a maternal aunt since the death of her mother, 
four years ago. The father died seven years ago. Very 
little is known about her parents since they passed 
when she was very young. 
Jean is an only child. Her aunt is the mother 
of two children and also an uncle lives with the family. 
The aunt owns an eight room, red brick home. The home 
is located in a very fashionable neighborhood. Jean 
has a beautiful room of her own. She delighted in 
showing me her room, and that her aunt bought her the 
new furniture for her twelfth birthda}'-. The home is 
provided with all modern conveniences and is beautifully 
furnished. One daily paper is read by the family, The 
Fort Worth Press. Several magazines are taken by the 
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family. The family has a car, but Jean is not permitted 
to use it. 
For about three months, Jean had a job as a soda 
jerker in a neighborhood drugstore and made #15.00 per 
week. She worked after school and on Saturdays and Sun­
day afternoon. She seemed to have been very happy over 
the fact that she was making her own money. After 
three months, her aunt made her stop working, because 
she felt that Jean was coming in contact 'with the wrong 
type of people working at the drugstore. As a matter 
of fact, it was during this time that Jean started go­
ing out with Y., the owner of the drugstore. Y. had a 
wife and three children. Jean quitting work only made 
Y. more determined to see her. This affair led to Jean's 
first appearance in juvenile court. 
Jean had a very serious appendix operation and 
was ill for about eight weeks. Prior to this illness, 
she had never been seriously ill; only the usual commu­
nicable diseases. Two years later, Jean was seriously 
ill. She had tried to perform an abortion. She had 
become pregnant by Y., who carried her to a doctor. The 
doctor gave her something, pretending to help her; how­
ever, it didn't. Her friend C. told her what to do; 
this she tried and became very ill and was sent to the 
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hospital by her aunt. All that had happened prior, was 
news to the aunt. This was her first knowledge of Jean's 
pregnancy. The baby was born eight months later. The 
hospital reported what had happened and Jean and her 
aunt were taken to court. Jean told her story and the 
aunt was clean of charges. The aunt wanted Jean sent 
to the girl's school. The court felt at this time it 
would be better if the girl was sent home. 
Jean quit school in the eighth grade. Accord­
ing to Jean, she liked school; however, school records 
show an antagonistic attitude, on the part of Jean, to­
ward her teachers and her school work. After leaving 
elementary school her grades were failing. The school 
counselor attributed her failing grades to her repeated 
absentees. Jean liked english and mathematics. She did 
not care much for other subjects. Jean was very active 
in extra-curricular activities. 
Jean is Catholic and her parents were also Catho­
lics. Her aunt is a member of the Baptist church. Jean 
attends mass at least once per week. "X would like to 
go moi^e if my aunt would let me." Jean belongs to several 
clubs and is also a member of a gang. The gang is a 
mixed group, boys and girls. She was reluctant to dis­
cuss gang activities. "We have plenty of fun, drinking, 
playing cards and smoking." 
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In as much as Jean has a baby now, she seems to 
have learned a great lesson. She feels that her aunt 
was right in trying to make her be a nice girl. Her 
friends are no longer interested in her as they think 
she is a bad girl. Jean's plan for the future is to 
try and get a job. She wants to go to night school and 
later to beauty school. 
CASE XIX 
Addle 
Addle, age 13? was born January 3> 19^3 in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Addie lives with her father and step­
mother at 110? W. Buff. She has lived at this address 
for a period of ten years. 
The father, John A., age 36, is a construction 
worker and makes $55«00 per week. The father quit 
school in the ninth grade. The mother, age 33» lives 
at 1012 W. Peach Street. The mother is a maid in a 
private home, making a salary of $27.00 per week. The 
mother had little education, having quit school in the 
eighth grade. 
Addiefs parents have been divorced for three 
years. During that time, the father married again. Ad­
dle has one half-brother, age two. She is very fond of 
him. 
Addie5s parents own their home. The home is a 
four room frame house. Addie shares a room with her two 
older brothers. The home is furnished well and very 
neatly kept. The family take the Fort Worth Press Paper. 
There is also a family car, but Addie is not permitted 
to drive the car. 
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Addie was in good health and had never used the 
services of the family doctor. Her only illnesses were 
the usual childhood communicable diseases. 
In talking about school, Addie stated that she 
liked school. Her favorite subjects were Social Studies, 
english and mathematics. She thought reading and spelling 
were boring and did not like either of them. The english 
teacher was her favorite teacher. School records show 
that Addie was below average in her school work. Es­
pecially the latter part of the seventh grade work. It 
was at this time that she quit school. 
Addie attends the Baptist church. She is not a 
member, but attends this church, because her parents 
are members. She attends every Sunday and perfers Sun­
day School to other church services. Addie was not ac­
tive in clubs or other group activities. 
Her favorite member of the family is her father 
and brother. She doesn't like her stepmother. "She is 
mean to me when my father is away." 
Addie was not permitted to date boys alone. She 
felt that at her age she should be able to go out with 
a boyfriend. Addie was reluctant to talk about her boy­
friend. She had been intimate with him at least four 
times, Addie wants to get herself a good job and be on 
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her own. She dreams of the time when she can have a 
beautiful home, car and clothes* 
Leisure time is spent mostly going to the movies. 
She attends at least once per week. She also watches 
television and listens to the radio. Her favorite shows 
are The Bob Cummings Show and Teen Times. She likes to 
read love stories, because they are exciting* 
Addie was reported to the juvenile authorities 
by her stepmother. The charge was running away and 
incorrigibility. She ran away, because her stepmother 
was mean and disliked her. When the father was away, 
the stepmother didn't want her to have enough food. Dur­
ing the conversation, it was learned that much of what 
Addie said about the stepmother was untrue. 
After the court hearing, Addie was released to 
the custody of her parents. Her attitude has not changed 
much toward her stepmother. She wants to leave home as 
soon as she reaches the age of eighteen. In order to 
stay out of reform school, she must go back to school. 
CASE XX 
Esther G. 
Esther G., age 15* was born January 2, 19^-1 in 
Evergreen, Texas. Esther and her family moved to Port 
Worth, Texas, three years ago from Evergreen, Texas. 
The family now lives at 1216 East 12th Street and has 
lived there for two years. Prior to living at the a-
hove address, the family lived at 1025 Harding Street. 
Esther was brought to the juvenile court by 
her mother for sex delinquencies with her step-father. 
The first time she was referred was in May, 1951, and 
again in 1953. 
Very little information is known about the 
father. He and the mother were divorced eight years 
before the family moved to Port Worth, Texas. The 
father is named David, about 39 years old and lived in 
Marl in, Texas. The mother is Cynthia N., age 35 and 
lives at the same address as Esther. The mother was in 
the eleventh grade in high school when she dropped out. 
She now works as a maid and makes a salary of $32.50 
per week. The step-father is Roger N., age 38. Roger 
and Cynthia were married in 1951. 
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The family consists of the parents, Esther and 
an 18 year old brother and a maternal grandmother. They 
live in a five room house with running water and a bath­
room indoors. The home is lighted by electricity, and 
heating; and cooking are done with gas. The home was 
furnished modestly and very neatly kept. The step-father 
recently bought Esther a new piano for her birthday. The 
year before he had bought her a radio. Esther shares 
a room with her grandmother. She wished that she had 
a room of her own. 
The family takes a daily paper, The Fort Worth 
Press and also a weekly paper, The Fort Worth Mind. 
Esther buys Sepia and True Romances sometimes when she 
has extra money. She usually borrows these magazines 
from her girl friend. 
Esther's parents oxvn a car. She is usually per­
mitted to drive when some of the adults are in the car. 
In checking with Esther concerning her employ­
ment, it was learned that she had never had a job. The 
step-father gives her 18.00 per week for an allowance 
and it isn't necessary to work. 
On several occasions, Esther was ill, because 
of serious headaches. Each time she had one of these 
attacks, it was necessary for her to go to bed and stay 
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two or three days. A doctor was never called in on any 
of these occasions. During these attacks of illness, 
she always had to stay out of school for several days 
but never did any extra work to make up for being out. 
Esther, now in the ninth grade, is an average 
student, so far as records are concerned. She likes 
school and her favorite subjects are english and civics. 
She seems to make her best grades in these subjects and 
also finds these teachers very interesting and helpful. 
Mathematics is the subject liked least. She makes very 
poor grades in this subject. "The teacher is too hard 
and doesn1t care if you understand or not." Esther 
liked most of the school activities and engaged in many 
of them. She was a majorette for two years. She was 
also a member of the Camp Pire Girls and held the office 
of President. 
hsther, attends the Seventh Day Adventist church. 
She is also a member of this church. The mother and 
step-father are members of a Baptist church. Esther at­
tends the other church, because her grandmother is a 
member of this church. Church services are attended 
every Saturday by Esther and her grandmother. She has 
a strong belief in God end prayer. She thinks everyone 
should go to church and pray that some day she will 
marry a millionaire. 
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Esther is a member of the Etheletts Club. This 
is a junior club and part of the Ethel Ransom cultural 
club of which her mother is a member. The club is a 
federated club and the general purpose is to uphold 
Christian ideals and principles and learn how to make 
certain crafts. 
Esther holds an office in this club. She stated 
that she didn't enjoy being in the club, because it was 
too dull and you couldn't ever have any fun. When asked 
why she was a member of this club, rather than a social 
club, she stated that this club was the only one that 
her mother would let her join. Her closest friend in 
the club is Martha. 
Esther seems to be very fond of her mother and 
grandmother. She expressed a dislike for her step­
father, because he tries to take advantage of her. The 
first year that he and her mother married, he began to 
give extra, attention to Esther. He d.idn't ever want her 
to go out with any girls or have any friends at all. 
Finally, one day he and Esther were home alone and he 
approached her and told her that he loved her better 
than he did her mother, and forced her to have a sexual 
relationship with him. He told her that if she ever 
told her mother that he would kill her. Thereafter, 
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each week the same thing would, happen. She stated that 
she wanted to tell her mother, hut she was afraid that 
her mother would not believe her and that the mother 
would not believe her and that the mother would tell 
the step-father and he would, kill her. Later during the 
year, the grandmother became suspicious and tried to 
find out what was happening between Soger and Esther, 
Fortunately one day, she caught them in the act. She 
was afraid to say anything then, but told the mother 
wnen sne came home. This led to Esther's first referral 
to the juvenile probation office. Later, Esther's mother 
and s tep—x a. t>ner separated. 
Esther's ambition is to hurry and reach the "grand" 
age of 18 so she can marry. 
